SERVAS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 2009 

MAR DEL PLATA - ARGENTINA
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DAILY NEWSLETTER DAY ( 11/09/09
(Summary ( of each Conference Day & Delegate (comments.)
.
YESTERDAYS CONFERENCE (SUMMARY) –THURSDAY 10TH Sept’    Recorders – Sylvia, Daryl & Phyllis, Elizabeth, Bette, Dorothy, Marijke & Edith. 
The following motions were passed (as drawn up by the various working groups):-
(To develop an Action Plan that promotes Servas values including tolerance, open mindedness, building friendship, peace, & nonviolence;*
(To set goals and a content for a Servas course to train Servas hosts, travelers, and officers to become peace advocates; *Responsibility = Peace Secretary.
(Servas National Groups to develop strategies and action plans for Servas out reach and cooperation with other organizations with similar values and goals.

(In lieu of the printed SI News all national secretaries/teams/boards to be e-mailed a .pdf version and a link to the online version of the annual SI News, and also to be mailed a disk copy if required.  National groups to be asked to forward this to all their hosts and travelers in electronic or print versions as appropriate.

(Small grants of $200 US for new and existing countries, managed by the DC.
(The Distant Voting process shall operate by sending the motions and the voting information to the National Secretary of each member group who shall ensure the Distant Vote is sent in for counting. 
( “Each member group shall decide itself who will cast the distant vote on their behalf and how the group will determine if the vote on each motion is to be, ‘for’, ‘against’ or ‘abstain’”

(The Distant Vote Administrator shall facilitate informed discussion of items to be decided by distant vote. 

(The Development Committee should be empowered to provide grants for meetings with specific purposes in line with Servas ideals, such as meetings proposing peace between two countries.

(SI host list coordinator will set up a host list testing system together with a team to ensure reliability, beginning in Jan´ 2010, according to Servas working group guidelines.  

(The GA approves and accepts the presented action plan for the period 2010/2011/2012 as a framework for Servas Youth activities.  - Motion carries.

(There was an extended discussion by Gary Sealey and Pramod Kumar regarding the two groups in Nepal.  Suggestions for next steps are welcome.
Election of Committee members

Development Committee (DC)     Audit Committee    Conflict Resolution Committee
Mary Jane Mikuriya (US)              Phyllis Chinn (USA)              Julie Dotsch (Canada)
Sally Lee (Malaysia)                      L V Subramanian (India)       Luigi Uslenghi (Italy)
Judith Shotten (Israel) 
                Jonny Sagänger (Sweden)    Daryl Chinn (USA)
Luisa Corbetta (Italy)

Aneris Cao (Argentina)               

Nominations Committee               Newsletter Editor          
       Archivist : 

Ann Greenough (Britain)               Almery Tessarolo 
       Grant Barnes (USA)
Sylvia Krogh (Canada)                  (Argentina) & team

Anna Flammini (Italy)                    

Youth Development Officer :        Job Description/Statutes Committee:
Magiari Diaz Diaz (Venezuela)      Noreen Mirza  (Pakistan) & Chris Jones  (Canada)
                                                                                                                                                        (
Youth Coordinator:                       EXCO has the power to appoint a 3rd person.
Pablo Chufeni (Argentina) 
(A Servas Online program shall be developed and implemented by the end of 2011.  This program shall be evaluated at the next GA.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We are doing to publish a ( book, "Servas World; the Peace Builders" stories of 60 years.  The contents will be our servas experiences.  I need your stories 1 or 2 pages, which may include a photo.  I am also requesting for Editors, Reviewers, proof readers, translators  and everyone who has experience in publishing books.  Peace Secretary(  Thanks Jong Soo KIM – Korea    E=servas@korea.com or h15umo@hotmail.com                    Honest disagreements are often a good sign of progress.   Mahatma Ghandhi

Happiness is when what you think, what you say and what you do, are in harmony.  Mahatma Gandhi
Is anyone leaving @8-9am Saturday for  Buenos Aires by car/bus? Judy Shotten – Israel.
TURKEY: Devastating rains swept cars into the sea & over 30 people were lost after 2 days of torrential rain – ( + ( transportation and intercity trains were blocked.

Last chance to see MAR DEL PLATA!   The bus (5-6pesos) runs very ½ hr along the beach road – hotel front desk has the schedule.  Taxi=50pesos. Hotel desk will call you ½ hr B4 U want to leave & tell you all about the Museums,shopping etc.   ( Meet lobby@4pm Friday to join a group.    Thanks   Bette Allekotte. 

Argentinean Organisation Team: Thank you very much for organising a dancing 'free the body' session last night.  I believe we all needed to refresh ourselves following productive but long meetings.  Its was fun, young and not so young seemed to be dancing away madly... P D (Pinar DURMAZ)

Servas South East Asia (SEA) will hold its regional meeting in May 2010 in Thailand.  In conjunction with the Servas SEA meeting, our youth group will hold a regional meeting in Thailand at the same time. All youth members & those young at heart, are invited to attend the event!
In addition we are holding a photography contest with the theme YOUTH, PEACE & FRIENDSHIP": open to youth of SEA member countries.  Each member country shall select ONE winner.  The winner is invited to attend the SEA meeting , so let´s see you in Thailand in May 2010!

INVITATION TO TURKEY:   Kaqkarlar (The Black Sea Region) is an area made famous by its greenish & rocky mountains. You are cordially invited to come to "Servas Turkey" . Come trek+explore the Black Sea Valleys in June 2010.  The regions full of wonderful rocky hills & with many amazing lakes over 1500m. There are many local benefits you can only see & experience once you are here - the food, landscape, highlands etc.  Bring your camera and get ready to be dazzled by an incredible landscape.  Servas Turkey
Heko porãrako ojehayhu oparupi – Guarani (native 1st nation language).   La buena gente es querida en todas partes.

Servas Paraguay abre, las puertas al mundo y quiere mostrar y brindar lo mejor de su cultura.  Permitir que el espiritu SERVAS, se incremente y se difunda mas en Parauay y el mundo.  Por esta razon hacemos un llamado a los Servas del mundo para que visiten nuestro pais. Magdalena – Paraguay.

We are 3 young girls studying international Relations. For us, participating as one of the Rosario Team was one of the most important experiences in our personal + professional life.  Being involved in Servas now will be part of our future! Being part of Servas Youth has also created the perfect international learning environment for us through Servas's promotion of tolerance and peace.  We want to say that due to:- the hard work and positive attitude of Pablo Chufeni we now see how Servas International is evolving + how to look at life.  Maybe in our world with all its pressure we forget the need to share life with others.  No matter if you are 20, 50 or 80 years old.  The real youth is in the spirit of the person and not in the ID.  A BIG THANKYOU to all the Youth Team & Servas International  for giving us this incredible opportunity, we are better people for it!  Ganero, Ma. Sol, Tessarolo Almery and Massolini Carla.
Strength does not come from a physical capacity.  It comes from an indomitable will. MAHATMA GANDHI

Yesterday, walking to the beach and watching the view of the Atlantic Ocean was fasinating. It freed my mind and gave me a great memory to treasure forever.  Viva SI Argentina 2009.  So gooooooooooooooooooood!   Pinar Durmaz
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