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 2006

COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS BECOMES COUNCIL ON HUMAN RIGHTS

On 27 March 2006, the last meeting of the Commission on Human Rights (the Commission) has taken place. It has adopted a resolution to remit all reports to the Council on Human Rights (the Council) to be examined at its first session. The creation of this Council is based on Assembly General Resolution 60/251 of 15.03.2005.  Whereas the Commission had 53 members, the Council has 47 members.

During the first session the Council, meeting from 19 to 30 June 2006, discussed the reports of the different Working Groups. In his opening statement to the Council, Kofi Annan, Secretary-General of the United Nations, said the Council’s work should mark a break from the past. The Council should never be allowed to become caught up in political point scoring or petty maneuvers; it should always think of  those whose rights were denied. In presenting her annual report, High Commissioner on Human Rights Louise Arbour said poverty continued to be the most serious, invidious and widespread human rights violation to  be confronted.

In August the final session of the Sub-Commission has taken place, following the adoption of resolution 2006/102 by the new Council. 

The second session of the Council, which started on 18 September was suspended  on 6 October  until 27 November to take action on all the draft proposals that it could not consider given their high number and the insufficient time available in order to of future work. Other items on the agenda:  the Durban Review Conference; the Elaboration of Complementary Standards in the Fight against Racism; the Arab-Israeli conflict; the Prevention of Genocide; the guarantee the due and balanced consideration of all proposals. 

The Council terminated the work of the second session on November 27 and 28. 

The third session of the Council took place from 29 November to 8 December. This was largely devoted to organization Commission of Inquiry on Lebanon; missions to the Occupied Palestinian Territories; the Declaration on the Rights of  indigenous Peoples; the review of mechanisms.

The Council’s fourth special session, on 12 December 2006, considered the situation in Darfur/Sudan.

 2007 

The SI delegation  has participated in the Human Rights Council (the Council). 


- The Fourth session has taken place from 12 to 30 March 2007.


- The Fifth session has taken place from 11 to 18 June 2007.

- Part one of  the Sixth session has taken place from 10 to 28 September 2007.

- A special session on Myanmar has taken place on 2 October 2007 

- Part two of the Sixth session has taken place from 10 to 14 December 2007.

The Council is based on UN General Assembly Resolution  60/25l “Human Rights Council” adopted 15 March 2006. The methods of work and the programme outlined in Resolution 60/251 constitute the guide lines of the Council. Thus since the creation of the Council the implementation of General Assembly Resolution 60/251 has been an item on the Agenda of each session of the Council.

At the opening meeting of the Fourth session, Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations, in a video statement, said that he expected that by the first anniversary of the Council in June, the wheels of the Council should be in full motion, including the Universal Periodic Review.

At the Fifth session, the Council adopted the text presented by the President of the Council, Ambassador Luis Alfonso de Alba of Mexico, entitled “UN Human Rights Council:  Institution Building”. This text lays out the basic structure for the Council’s new institutional machinery, including the Universal Periodic Review Mechanism, the Special Procedures, the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee (which replaces the Sub-Commission for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights), and the Complaint Procedure (which replaces the confidential 1503 Procedure).  It also sets out an agenda and framework for a programme of work, and lays down the Rules of Procedure for the Council. Ambassador Alba told the Council there was also agreement on the other texts that would be taken up, and he proposed that the text be accepted as a compromise, on the understanding that it also included the Code of Conduct. According to the Rules of Procedure, the Council shall meet regularly throughout the year and schedule no fewer than three sessions per Council-year, including a main session, for a total duration of no less than 10 weeks. The Council shall hold special sessions, when needed, at the request of a member of  the Council with the support of one third of the membership of the Council (of 47 members). 

The Fifth special session adopted a resolution deploring violent repression in Myanmar and calling for the Release of Peaceful Protesters and All Political Detainees.

On 10 December, beginning of the second part of the Sixth session of the Council, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour marks Human Rights Day 2007 by launching a year-long campaign leading to the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

The Council at its Sixth session considered rectifying the legal status of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. It also adopted resolutions on extending the mandates of the following Special Procedures: the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living; the Special Rapporteur on the protection and promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism; the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health; the Representative of the Secretary-General on the human rights of internally displaced persons, and the Special Rapporteur on the protection, promotion and universal implementation of the right to freedom and religion or belief. Other resolutions adopted by the Council concerned integrating the human rights of women throughout the United Nations system and the Group of Experts on Darfur.

The SI delegation has also participated in the Civil Society Development Forum 2007 “A Platform for Development Countdown to 2015 “ which has taken place from 28 to 30 June 2007.
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 2008 

The SI delegation has attended as often as possible the meetings of the Human Rights Council (Council). 

The Seventh Session - 3 to 28 March 2008.

The Eighth Session - 2 to 18 June 2008.

The Ninth Session - 8 to 24 September 2008.

Special Eighth Session on “The situation of Human Rights in the East of the Democratic Republic of the Congo” - 28 November 2008. 

United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon opened the Seventh Session, stressing, in his address to the Council, that to make human rights a reality for all, clear commitments and clear accountability for those commitments were needed. The Universal Periodic Review which the Council was about  to embark on (during the Eighth Session), was conceived to prompt, support, and expand the promotion and protection of human rights on the ground. He stressed that no country, however powerful, should escape scrutiny of its record, commitments and actions on human rights.

High Commissioner for  Human Rights, Louise Arbour, announced that she would not seek  a second term when her mandate expired at the end of June 2008.

The Council elected the members of its 18-member Advisory Committee. The  Advisory Committee, functioning as a think-thank, replaces the former Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights.

The Ninth Session was opened by the new High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi Pillay. She said that her priority would not be the ranking of various  human rights, but rather their implementation on the ground in a way that affected and improved the lives of men, women and children.

On December 10, the sixtieth anniversary of the Universal Human Rights Declaration of 1948 has been celebrated at UNO Geneva.



*

The SI delegation – in 2006, 2007 and 2008 – has taken  part in the meetings of  the Working Group on Human Rights Education & Learning and has the opportunity to join written and oral statements of  this WG before  the Council.

Catherine Burer Lehmann and

Hilda Burer.
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