SERVAS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 2009 
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DAILY NEWSLETTER DAY ( 9/09/09
(Summary ( of each Conference Day & Delegate (comments.)
.
YESTERDAYS CONFERENCE (SUMMARY) – TUESDAY 8TH Sept'
We started with Pablo Colangelo being presented with a plaque of appreciation from Servas Pakistan.

The Servas youth group then led the participants in an action song.

Jaime Romero (Columbia), Pablo Colangelo (Argentina), Judith Rivadenellon (Peru) read the First Latin American Servas meeting declaration in English and Spanish (pages 154 to 159 from the conference binder).

The membership report from Rita Dessauvage (Belgium), Eva Meggeneder (Austria) and Harald Seiffert (Germany) was accepted.

The following countries were accepted immediately as full members of Servas Bolivia, Cameroon, Congo-Brazzaville, Greece, Kazakhstan, Taiwan.

Discussion developed around whether to withdraw membership or not.  Sheldon Weeks (Botswana) felt it maybe very discouraging for countries to feel rejected when membership was withdrawn.  Rita Dessauvage explained that non-member status means that a country does not have voting rights, not that they are no longer a Servas national group.  

Pramod Kumar, SI General Secretary, explained that all member groups are national groups, but not all national groups are member groups.  Only member groups have voting rights. A country with even one

or two hosts is automatically a national group.

The GA voted to change the status of Bangladesh 
from a member group to a national group. Carried.

Paraguay, Kyrgystan, Iceland:  no annual reports, 
but traveller reports are positive;  no action taken.
GA ACTION:  REMOVED from member status:  Zimbabwe and Netherland Antilles.
GA ACTION: REMOVED Mauritius from voting rights

GA ACTION: TIE VOTE (23/2/21); so the President took a deciding vote and so Latvia won't be denied of voting rights.
Motion about Hong Kong was withdrawn.

Israel asked for definition; when does a country gain or lose voting status. Motion died because it had NO SECONDER.

Questions were raised by the floor about definitions:  National Groups; Membership Group;  Activity;  Voting Rights                      Lunch at 1:15 pm.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:Group photo-lobby. Demelza (Malawi) introduced newsletter.
AFTERNOON EXCURSION: x2 coaches were taken to visit 'Casa de T –Cocina De Autor' where we walked around a closed craft village ( and then recovered drinking organic tea & plates of gorgeous cakes for 2hours and then sang raucously in the bus on the way back.

8.30pm dinner.  
EVENING:Talk & video on 'The Walk for Peace' to take part world-wide on 2nd October 2009 for more info:worldmarch.org

Candidates for nomination for EXCO positions made individual presentations or someone spoke on their behalf. 

Candidates: (President:Gary Sealey-Canada; (Vice President Pramod Kumar-India; Jaime Romero-Columbia; John-Hopkins KINENE (withdrawn);  (General Secretary: Penny Pattison-Canada; (Treasurer: Muhammed Khan-Pakistan; Alex Dali-France; Mirek Wasilewski-Poland.  (Host list Coord:Pablo Colangelo-Argentina; (Peace Secretary: Luise Corbetta-Italy, Kim Jong Soo-South Korea, Sercan Duygan-Turkey.

                    Closed: 2am!!!!!!!!!!!!!
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
GREETINGS FROM PAST PRESIDENT SI Geoff Maltby       I am sorry that I am unable to be with you today but it is my sincere wish that each and everyone of you find the General Assembly to be a happy and successful experience.  Let me share a little story with you.  An old man was telling his young grandson about  battle that goes on inside people.  He said “My son, the battle inside you is between two giants.  One is Evil, It is anger, envy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority and ego.  The other is Good. It is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity, truth, compassion and faith.” The grandson though about it for a minute and then asked his grandfather, which giant wins? The old man simply replied,” The one you feed.” 
In peace and friendship Geoff Maltby

INVITATION FOR SOUTH KOREA: You are cordially + peacefully invited to come to our Annual 2009 meeting and SI 60th Anniversary Nation Pilgrimage; In the Seoul Area on October 24th (Sat) – 25th (Sun) 2009.  South Korea

SCANDINAVIA?  If you come from these amazing pieces of land and you want to join a secret project please come and share lunch with us today – Weds.  Only if you dare.  Pablo Chufeni & Suzanne Thestrup.

"You can torture me, you can even destroy this body, but you will never imprison my mind." Mahatma Gandhi.

In the name of love, transparency & efficiency could the to-be-funded delegates please re-claim funds by handing in their re-imbursement sheet +photocopies of their tickets+boarding cards+payment receipts ASAP, as processing payments takes time. (your lovely treasurer)  LV  Subramanian (. 
Earth provides enough to satisfy very mans need, not every mans greed. Mahatma Gandhi.

SERVAS JAPAN: Is inviting all of YOU, if you need invitation / assistance please contact me or write to me at the following: SEISHIRO TOMIOKA tomisensei@ gmail.com 
Is anyone going to Mendoza on Saturday?  If so please could U contact Mirek from Poland; travelling together should be good fun. Take the chance!
AFRICAN DELEGATES!  Lunch + dinner regional meeting. CU there!
PUT YOUR VALUABLES AWAY! USE THE ROOM SAFE 
There are 2 types a) a fitted in key lock you get from reception or b) an electronic safe (1.Press red button inside the door, 2.press a 3-8 digit code + "B".  To OPEN or CLOSE: Enter code+"B".   RCT staff.
NON DELEGATES: We are working on transportation to town Thursday-Friday to visit the shops and the handcraft market.  Please sign up on the paper at the door of the conference room. We need to know the No of people coming: choices are public transport every 1/2hour which is 6pesos, shared taxis 20pesos, or hiring a bus – no price for. Thanks Betty  Allekotte USA.

PS There is small gym next to the hotel pool.  The pool is closed on Wed open again thur 12Correction: Sheldon Weeks (Botswana) weekssg@rocketmail.c om   Clare Mateke (Zambia) vcmateke@zamnet.zm
We are one!  Arnold Philippo, The Netherlands.

We are inviting all members of servas from all over the world, to come to our 60yrs celebration 7-Nov'2009 at Lake Nabugabo. Sand beach near Lake Victoria.  Don't miss the chance.  John-Hopkins KINENE (Uganda) 

Coffee break exercise session was wonderful.  It did feel good for the body and mind.    Thank you  Luisa.

This is my 3rd GA and its nice to be hear.  I am happy to meet my Servas Family which belong to different parts of the world.  Mohammed Naseem.  
NS Servas Pakistan
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