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Preface

Dear  Friends:

Servas in Africa is in at least 24 of 54 countries (but this list does not include north Africa except for Egypt). Plans are in place to add two more (Burundi and Liberia).

New countries were added (but may not be fully operational) in 2008: Mozambique, Lesotho, Cameroon, and Congo Kinshasha.  Yet we seem still to be in a very fragile state.

Some have started a few years ago with enthusiasm and now are silent. A few of the new national groups are very active (Sierra Leone, Congo Brazzaville)—what can be learned from them?

I append to this report a new version of a paper— Servas is no longer in a reciprocal universe —I submitted before that tries to help explain the background of some of the problems we face in Africa. This was endorsed again by Servas members in my travels this year and I was requested to bring it forward. 

In peace, Sheldon
Introduction

Area Meeting

The area meeting in December 2007 held in Livingstone was very successful. It has been fully reported on in Servas News and in other reports. 
Election

Sheldon Weeks was Coordinator for Southern Africa at the area meeting in Livingstone, Zambia, in December 2007, but is trying to reach out to other parts of Africa too.
Unaccounted balance

Two people who failed to attend the Area Meeting in December 2007 were advanced US$500 and US$700. One has paid back US$500. This will be turned over to Servas International in Argentina in September 2009 if one item that has not been paid because of the absence of receipts or a statutory declaration is still outstanding by then [it is nearly equal to the US$500 that was recovered].
Work

The Southern African web site is maintained from Mauritius by Mr Rey. It has recently been updated. No specific youth or peace activities have been promoted by Servas Botswana (but a number of members are independently involved in such activities through other organizations). Articles on events (lunch, national meeting), have been sent to Servas News. Much more could be done if members had more time. We seem to lead very busy and complicated lives.
New countries

Lesotho and Mozambique have been “jump started”. The durability remains to be proven.

Links within and beyond Southern Africa

These include French West Africa (with the assistance of Rita Dessauvage SERVAS Belgium) and West Africa (former Anglophone Africa). Efforts have been made since the last GA in Italy to share information about Servas and activities across the 24 countries that the Southern African Area Coordinator has been in touch with (see list on page 7). 

My e-mails sent and received by category are: 2003 to 2005 = 852; Africa Area Meeting = 590; Africa Coordinator work = 1420; Botswana members 452; DFC = 766; Visitors to Botswana = 187. Total e-mails 2003 to 2009 = 4,267.

Missing Reports

See below. There are too many from counties that began with strong initiatives like Ghana and Sierra Leone. Some of these are countries that have received the US$200 grant to help support their activities. 
Fragile situation

This has been written about previously to Exco. There are many problems associate with subordinate status in the majority world (not Third World).

Sheldon G. Weeks

weekssg@rocketmail.com and gudrun@info.bw Box 10021 Village PO, Gaborone, Botswana. 
BOTSWANA SERVAS
Eighteen Members (three have left, four new ones in 2008) including three day hosts. Host are spread around the country, but the most are in the area of Gaborone (the national capitol).

Eight stamps were issued in 2008, but this included two for Lesotho and one for Mozambique to help start up Servas braches on those two countries.

A national meeting was held in late December 2008. Eight people attended. Sheldon Weeks was re-elected National Coordinator (first elected in February 2007 at the first National Meeting in Serowe, Botswana). This meeting was paid for from resources within Botswana and not by Servas International. 

A Servas lunch was held on the 21st of June 2008 at which old members talked about Servas to prospective new members. Joyce, Keletso, Darius and Judith joined as a result of that lunch. Such activities should be held more often.

Full reports from Botswana Servas members travelling outside Botswana have not been provided. It is also not clear how many Servas travellers have visited Botswana in 2008. Perhaps ten? With the political turmoil in Zimbabwe and situation in South Africa, Botswana has had more “tourists” but most are heading to the Okavango Delta and Victoria Falls on the Zambezi River in Zambia.

BURUNDI: Under consideration

CAMEROON [New group]

CONGO BRAZZAVILLE [Republic of the Congo]
National Secretary: 

1. Name: ONDON, Titan Serge

2. Address: 2007 bis Rue Des Martyrs bis Ouénze Brazzaville Congo

3. Cell Phone : +242 553 87 99

4. E-mail : crilieond@yahoo.fr
Host List Officer :

1. Name : ENGAMBE KOMA, Christ
2. Address : Rue Okouesse Talangai II
3. Cell phone: +242 590 06 96
Host and Travellers:

1. 15 host were there on 31st December

2. 5 host were day-host

3. No traveller have been approved this year

Communication with Members:

1. 4 information’s bulletin was send out to members in my country:

a. I informed the members about Servas Africa Area Meeting 2007 end report and Servas 60th Anniversary ;

b. I informed the members about the Servas youth Meetings (Istanbul 2008 and Australia 2009)

c. I sent out to the members a copy of report of Servas youth Meeting Istanbul 2008 

d. I sent out to the members’ the planning copies of the Servas Congo Brazzaville activities.

Host List:

1. For the coming year our host list twill be distributed on 31 January

2. Hosts in my country get a copy of the list

3. For this time 10 host has express the desire for Servas International News

Comments and details of the activities of Servas Congo Brazzaville

Servas Congo Brazzaville thanks SI for the  assistance fund for new  member group  which has  profit to the group for the sum of 200 dollars ( 65.000 FCFA) received by the bank credit du Congo  de Brazzaville this year. A report of the use of this fund will be transmitted to the SI soon. 

Activities

Monthly Meetings: 

Servas Congo Brazzaville joined together has meetings monthly 6 times during this year and the committee held 8 councils in Brazzaville. 

 1. February 25 /2008 to 17:30 to the Memorial hones savorgnant De Brazza 

 2. April        24/2008 ............................................................................. 

 3. May         26/2008 ...............................................................................

 4. August     25/2008 ............................................................................ 

 5. November 24/2008 ...........................................................................                      ,

6. December 05 /2008 .......................................................................... 

We could organize the meeting in each month for reason of many displacement interns of members and others family or study matters of members. During each one of these meetings the office had inform the members on the SI new, the activities of Servas youth (Servas youth conference), and organized reflexions and discusses on several subject regarding the human rights, development durable, and cultural diversities. It was also set up and adopts a planning for the activities and projects of Servas Congo Brazzaville for the year 2008 and 2009. We voted the member of the steering committee to help the National secretary and decided for reason to allow everyone to feel important in the group, each year a new team will have to be voted for redynamiser the group except the National secretary who will   work for 3 years mandate. 

Conferences and other activities

1. September 21 /2008 Conference of celebration of the international peace day (this activity was organized on a format reduces contrary that it was envisaged). 

2.  December 05/2008 Annual Servas Congo Brazzaville Meeting combined with the conference of celebration of human, rights day anniversary. 

Contrary of planning Servas Congo Brazzaville could not carry out all its activities planned for the year 2008 fault of awaited financing. For 2009 we were solved to maintain planning as envisaged hoping to have the required fund for carried out. 

Despite every difficulties, Servas Congo Brazzaville remained active with an engagement citizen accordingly the consolidation and the development of the group.

Thanks to the engagement and the availability of all the members of Servas Congo Brazzaville.

Servas Congo Brazzaville

CONGO KINSHASHA [Democratic Republic of the Congo]
Kinshasa : La capitale de la République Démocratique du Congo

 This is a new group with eleven members (therefore nothing else to report). 

Nom du contact principal : Claude DIATA LUTINDULA  (M)

Electronicien, 05/02/1969, Nombre d’Enfants : 4

Adresse: 86, Av Tshela C/Kinshasa R.D Congo

 E-mail: claudediata@gmail.com

 +243 815755670

Langue parlée : Français, Lingala 

Loisir : Aeronotique, haute technologie, Musique

Jours de préavis: 5 jours

Peux recevoir plus des voyageurs et au-delà de 2 jours

Personnes : Fam/f/m/c

EGYPT: REPORT MISSING

ETHIOPIA SERVAS:

I am ready to pay back Servas & also I have now great commitment to serve Servas than ever. Therefore I had worked hard to organize a meeting of Servas Ethiopia. Then at the beginning of our new year 2001 we have hold a meeting for 2 days. We have made a discussion on the following issues.
-electing the vice chairman & secretary
-Registering new  members
-approving a plan for 2010
15 people were attending the meeting, among them 5 were old members.
Therefore:
1-Anteneh mitiku-vice chairman,age 28, email: laltour@yahoo.com. Diploma in history
2-Etaferhu Asmamaw-secretary,age 24,email: etaferhu_asmamaw@yahoo.com. Student.
Moreover the other members are: Binyam Ayalew, Yemata Maereg; Melkamu Weday; Serasg Belay; Abay Digis; Tewodros Bahiru; Antual Asfaw; Assefa Molla; Arega Melku; and Elisa Mesafint
I am sure soon we will be multiplied. I will give detail information in each of them & how they are going to serve Servas. [Five new members and their contacts were also listed]. 
Best wishes, Solomon Mareng [My phone number is 0911424085.]
GAMBIA  [report missing]

GHANA [report not submitted]
I was in Ghana in May 2009 and was able to meet three times with the National Secretary. In some respect she has lost heart. Servas has shrunk in Ghana from about 18 members to only four or five in Accra. She believes in what Servas stands for, but is put-off by demands and expectations from the northern minority world that do not reflect any understanding of their situation in Ghana. I have not heard from the National Secretary since I was there in May, so all we can record at this time is that Servas in Ghana is “on hold”. Perhaps this situation will change soon?

LESOTHO: [New Programme]

MALAWI: Servas Report

1. Meetings: Servas Malawi has had two meetings  in 2008 in June and December 
2. Elections: Were held in December 
3. Travellers out: one outgoing traveller only –Mary Boloweza 
4. Servas Travellers hosted: six to eight 
5. Peace = involvement with the NGO –AYISE 
6. Other activities Namasimba orphanage –  we donated money that Mary Boloweza raised while in the UK.  The money was used to buy school uniforms. It is a requirement of government school that students contribute uniforms to attend; Open arms Home – visits to and film afternoons; Link to Iceland; Link to Great Britain – visit of Mary Boloweza to UK and Canada. Servas Malawi is linked to the Char Char Trust and applications from a host to the trust illiciated a visit by the Trusts founder to assess his application.  The application was successful and in 2009 we delivered over 3000 exercise books and 3000pencils.  Our link to CharChar and AYISE has brought them both together to work on a project with 12 young people coming to Malawi from the UK for 2 weeks.  They will be allocated to work at a school CharChar is linked too. 
Anything else you want to communicate to Servas worldwide: Each time I write this report it gets shorter because I am getting tired of repeating myself.
Number of Members in 2008 and their spread around the country: 23 dominantly in Blantyre although hosts are found in the central and northern region and we make every effort to maintain and develop these locations.
Report from Beneficiary of Youth Travel to UK

Here Servas members are doing well though, and I met an English couple that I gave introduction and contact about Servas, they really wished to join. And some young & couple here joins through my and others Servas who has been joined already, the ideas of resolving peace has a great impact to all of us. Let welcome our new African friends to build world peace & share our culture experiences.

Now I am helping out the volunteers who are coming to build local clinic houses in the village, teach sports, life skills and all what my travelling experiences to Servas members as well as local community people. Its quite interesting, I am receiving 60 young people who will stay in a local village for about 6 weeks to do different work, I will be working, doing also translation, etc, they will camp to the village. This is not a Servas group. This April here will be school holiday season. It’s so nice to hear from you and Moses, and Pablo. I have established the youth group to the village and I am a coordinator and teach sports too. This is a great challenge to do something and expose the experience to the local community and nation,

I send you a warm peace greeting from Malawi,

Thanks Mary Boloweza
LIBERIA: Under consideration

MAURITIUS: Servas activities in 2008 

Meetings : A lunch was held

Elections : No election 

Travellers out : One

Servas Travellers hosted : We reckon that twelve visitors visited Mauritius 

Peace : Nil

Other activities :  Nil

Anything else you want to communicate to Servas worldwide : Servas Southern Africa web site has been revamped.

Number of Members in 2008 and their spread around the country : 8 all over

MOZAMBIQUE [new programme]

NIGERIA: Servas Report

Nigerian Servas committee are during our great job to re-position Nigeria Servas and also to accept new Servas members in Nigeria, we do meeting twice in a year and the election is not yet held and none of the Nigeria Servas travellers out of the country due to highly restrictive visa policies refuse us. The Servas traveller hosted is not yet hold last year some Servas foreigner wish to visiting us in Nigeria are cancel their trip for one reason or another.
Finally, our Servas hosts members is 27 for year 2008 and our members from western, south- south, eastern and northern Nigeria.
Shofela Olanrewaju = Servas NIGERIA nigeriaservas@yahoo.com
UGANDA SERVAS
1. Name: ___JOHN KINENE HOPEKINS 

2. Address: _____P.O.BOX 154 MASAKA UGANDA 

3. Phone:  +256 77 2517765 

4. E-mail:  ________uganda@servas.org 

5. Since when have you been serving as National Secretary? 2005

6. Name: Ssenda  Everest. Address ___P O B box 154 Masaka, Uganda. 
7. Phone: +256752944680 

8. E-mail: ___sendaeverest@yahoo.com 

9. How many hosts were there on 31st December, 2008? __16

10. How many of the hosts were Day-Hosts? _2

11. How many travellers were approved in the year 2008? __none 

12. How many traveller reports were received in the year 2008? _none

13. Did your group organise any national or international Servas events in 2008 (for example, work camp, youth meet, group travel etc.) ?__yes 

14. If, yes, please give details__it was intended to elect new leaders and to find a way forward so as to develop servas here in Uganda. It was on 8/11/2008 

15. Do you plan to organise any such events in 2009?__yes

16. If yes, please give details__on_28/2/2009 we organised a youth meeting and on 7/11/2009 we will have our national meeting

Servas Uganda held its youth meeting on Saturday 28 February 2009. At Pacific Hotel on William street. The main objective of the meeting was, to increase membership of young people through several ways, and also link Servas Uganda with other NGOs with similar objectives, and with the academic and institutional world. Some Servas members came with their friends, so that they are able to learn more about Servas, and how it operates. Brochures and 20 Music for Peace CDs where given to those who attended the meeting.

The participants were 19, and among those invited were Nigel Ball a Servas member from the United Kingdom. He is a volunteer, working in Uganda for one year.  Simon Kleinwaechter, also a Servas member from Germany. He is volunteering in Arua Refugee Programme - Environment Sector. Attached is a photo of the participants [not received]

Moses Kigozi, Youth Representative, Servas Uganda, Box 24849, Kampala, Cell: +256 712 222212

SIERRA LEONE SERVAS

The National Secretary has made a number of reports to Servas International without copying them to me. Here is what I have received. There have also been articles in Servas International News. 

“Let me also report that last year, our group received a $200 grant from Servas International and that money was used to purchase some promotional materials for the group's operational activities in the country, we purchased stationeries, printed member cards, and used part of the money for refreshments in our meetings on coffee and drinks. We can now boost of about 25 membership in the group as compared to last year. We are working on increasing membership in this year.

Regarding the 2008 report on Sierra Leone, we had 25 meetings conducted involving all Servas members, old and new. I will be updating the membership information very soon, now that I'm back from the villages. We had very democratic election of officers of the national group and I was elected again this year to serve in this capacity as national secretary. Alfred Williams is now the Treasurer. The post of Host Coordinator goes to Fatmata Dassama, while the youth coordinator is now Ibrahim Mansaray. Patrick Mansaray is our Peace activity officer in the servas communities.

In 2008, we received Sara Jordan from the United States and was taken to the refugee camps in Freetown where she met and had discussions with Liberian refugee women, and distributed books to the children there. She traveled to Kenema in Eastern Sierra Leone and met some local development groups and projects there. She visited the Kenema government hospital, and donated blood to a child that was urgently and very much in need to save her life. She donated some reading materials to children in Kenema.

We encourage other Servas travelers and members from all over the world to visit Sierra Leone and work with us in the humanitarian projects that servas Sierra Leone members are connected to and involved with”. Submitted by: Shed Jah CRTPDprograms@yahoo.com
SOUTH AFRICA SERVAS
Thanks for your patience please let me know if this was what you wanted: 
We had our first meeting for the year on Saturday the 21 of February and  10 people turned up, more than what I expected. In peace and friendship, Susanita

South Africa Annual Report 2008

*_Accomplishments_*

 (1) After trying to get our Servas South African Hosts to join face book with not much success, I asked again every area to try to arrange a morning tea, which seemed to go well with our Servas members.

 (2) The reason that we just do not get everybody together in one place very often is the vast distances between Cities and towns in South Africa.

*_Members _*

 (3) This year we lost many of our members that have been with Servas for many years all for different reasons; we want to thank them all for being part of Servas for whatever length of time. We did not just say goodbye to some of our members, we also had the pleasure to say welcome 

to a few new once.

*_Travellers _*

*(4) *This year was even quieter than last year for travellers to South Africa; however, we had a few members that travelled overseas. I did not get any reports but hope that they all came back with good memories.**

* _Finances_*

I just want to mention it again, that Servas in South Africa is not allowed a bank account unless we register as a business and we can’t register as a business because we have not enough money to do so, however we have in our Servas kitty nearly four thousand Rand. In 2009, we are planning to use that money towards a gathering at least every two month, with the 60th birthday of Servas in mind.
Submitted by: Susanita Kay susanitakay@gmail.com
TOGO SERVAS

—Meetings, Every month

—Elections, No
—Travellers out, No
—Servas Travellers hosted, No
—Other activities, No

Submitted by Koffi Koumako servastogo@hotmail.com
ZAMBIA SERVAS
1. .Name Vimbi and Clare Mateke 

2. .Address P O Box 60498, Livingstone, Zambia 

3. .Phone +260-213-320126, +260-977-446080 (Mobile)
4. .E-mail vcmateke@zamnet.zm
5. .Since when have you been serving as National Secretary Since elected in December 2007
6. .How many hosts were there on 31st December, 2008? 13 

7. .How many of the hosts were Day-Hosts? 3
8. .How many travellers were approved in the year 2008? 0
9. .How many traveller reports were received in the year 2008? 0
10. .Did your group organise any national or international Servas events in 2008 (for example, work camp, youth meet, group travel etc.) ? No
11. Do you plan to organise any such events in 2009? No plan yet 

Only one Servas member has so far replied to my request for information about travellers hosted. So the only information I have is this:
1.  Sakhile Ngwenya - hosted two travellers from Denmark, mid-2008
2.  Clare Mateke - hosted two travellers from Germany, mid-2008, and

3.
Ruth and Mike Henson hosted a couple of Servas travellers from Denmark.
I think this is all I have apart from what I wrote in the official annual report form that I sent to Servas International, copy to you. Clare Mateke, 31 March 2009
ZANZIBAR AND TANZANIA

Five members, one visitor from abroad. One traveller outside. No meetings. No election. 

ZIMBABWE SERVAS
Dear Sheldon:
Owing to the situation in the country we have nothing to report on Servas—no visitors and no travellers.  It is all on hold meantime.

Thanks for all your good work for Servas.

Bobbie Rapson
Servas in Africa 2009

Contacts:

Botswana: Sheldon and Gudrun Weeks Gudrun@info.bw weekssg@rocketmail.com
Burundi: Being planned by GATETE, Jean-Yves < gate.one205@yahoo.fr> now in Uganda for interview
Cameroun: Servas Cameroun amour_pardon@yahoo.fr
Congo Brazzaville: Titan Serge Ondon crilieond@yahoo.fr
Congo Kinshasha: Claude Diata claudediata@gmail.com
Egypt: Mourad Guirguis mou_rg@hotmail.com
Ethiopia: Solomon Maereg solomonalef@yahoo.com
Ethiopia: ZELEKE BELAY - ARCHITECTS zeleke.belay@telecom.net.et  [past coordinator]
Gambia: SERVAS Gambia Seriffo Barri servasgambie@yahoo.com
Ghana: YAWA SELLAISSE ABABIO yasell@gmail.com
Kenya: Muyange Charles cmmuyange@yahoo.com
Lesotho: Mafethe Victoria Masasa servaslesotho@yahoo.com
Liberia: Being planned by Neabei Toah <toahgbaye@gmail.com>
Malawi: Demelza Lewis demelzabenbow@gmail.com
Mauritius (SSAfr): Rey Joseph joseph.rey@mauritiustelecom.com
Mozambique: Diana Panagotes Manjate lamiki2005@yahoo.ca 
Nigeria: SHOFELA OLANREWAJU DAUDA Servas NIGERIA nigeriaservas@yahoo.com
Senegal: Olubukola Timothy Babatunde senegalservas@yahoo.fr [returned unkown]
Sierra Leone: Shed Jah CRTPDprograms@yahoo.com
South Africa: Christine Fischer christinefischer@global.co.za
South Africa: Servas South Africa servas@mighty.co.za
South Africa: Susanita Kay susanitakay@gmail.com
Tanzania: Peter mwenisongole pmwenisongole@precisionairtz.com
Togo: Servas Togo Koffi Koumako servastogo@hotmail.com
Uganda: John Kinene jonkin2002@yahoo.com
Zambia: Clare and Vimbi Mateke vcmateke@zamnet.zm
Zanzibar and Tanzania: Hussein Shaaban hkshaaban2@yahoo.com
Zimbabwe: Zimbabwe Servas zimbabwe@servas.org [dormant due to turmoil there]
Servas is no longer in a reciprocal universe
The world is now divided in the Dominant Minority World versus the Subordinate Majority World.

In the Dominant Minority World people can travel, get visas and have resources. In the Subordinate Majority World people are poor, cannot travel, and even if they wanted to they cannot get visas. In 2006 South Africa demanded visas from 18 of the most populated countries in the world, just for the right to transit through its airports (but after great pressure, relaxed these rules). The USA has done this to the Subordinate Majority World for a long time (including travellers holding Botswana passports who want only to change planes in the US, not enter the country—recent reports document harassment of travelers from the Subordinate Majority World travelling in transit through US airports). 

There is no real reason for a person in the Subordinate Majority World to join Servas. Many do with the hope that it will help them to get a visa to enter a Dominant Minority World country. When they find it doesn’t, Servas has failed them—at least from their perspective. 

If by chance a Servas traveller from the Dominant Minority World does stay with them it is unlikely there will every be any reciprocity (and this was the founding principal of Servas 60 years ago) as their poverty compounded with their inability to get entry into other countries of the world means that they are confined to their nation in perpetuity (while the traveller who stays with them moves on, leaving them behind, and maybe with pleasant smiles, memories and some abstract intercultural learning—nice things that never put bread on the plate or alter their confinement within the borders of their fragile State). 

So why should anyone in the Subordinate Majority World want to even join Servas? Hope that things will change? Or they belong to an elite group that can travel (but that group never really needs Servas as they can travel with budgets that pay for hotels, etc). I am not sure, perhaps a lingering sense of idealism and a belief that the world can become a better place? Or they are people who live in the Subordinate Majority World, but have passports from the Dominant Minority World so they can travel when they want and are not incarcerated with their host nation’s borders.

Perhaps Servas needs a policy associated with travellers to the Subordinate Majority World (Africa, Asia, South America) that where the Servas traveller stays with a local, citizen host, they not only bring a present, a gift from their country, or a bottle of wine, they also offer a contribution equivalent to ten Euros? Why the monetary gift? Because there is no longer any reciprocity between the Subordinate Majority World and the Dominant Minority World. This new policy would apply only to travellers from North America, Europe, Japan, Taiwan, Australia and New Zealand (and so on) to the Subordinate Majority World (the Dominant Minority World members are still fine travelling between themselves, and the old rules of reciprocity can continue). 
Issues related to developing Servas in Africa

Discuss Servas is no longer in a reciprocal universe in December 2007 at the Africa Area Meeting. [It was and the concept of payments was reflected on but not approved—see minutes]

The issue of working with other civil society organizations is an interesting one. But first please recognize that Servas in Africa is marginal and fragile, and as far as I know, with few exceptions, not registered as an association, trust, company or anything else and has no bank accounts of its own. It therefore probably does not report properly as most civil society organizations must.  Nor is Servas in Africa, as far as I know, a paid up member of any national organization or congress for NGOs (e.g. in Botswana, BOCONGO). Servas in Africa is an informal network of like-minded people that has no official status in most places. 

There is a new element now for people living and working in Africa: draconian spy laws, with all emails read, cell and land line phone conversations listened to, and mail opened. Zimbabwe and Botswana have recently passed such laws (with no time limits like the six months in America). South Africa had tabled such laws (not sure where they are at). 

Other problems include inaccurate hosts lists, poor communication, and the maintenance of Ghost hosts. Others? 

In peace, Sheldon [August 2007, reviewed August 2009]
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