From: Nandasena Amarasinghenandee.amarasinghe@gmail.com
To: Siexcosiexco@googlegroups.com
Subject: Report of the Peace Secretary, Servas International

Hi my Siexco collegues

Herewith I send you my Report in the capacity of International Peace Secretary – Servas International to you to be forwarded at the 2009 GA.

REPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL PEACE SECRETARY – SERVAS INTERNATIONAL

The most outspoken word in the world today is PEACE. As the world at large immaterial of cast, creed, race and faith is in turmoil the need for peace is increasing everywhere.  Both the human and the natural world are craving for peace to lead a harmonious coexistence as we see the negative impacts in the increase wars been waged between borders of mere land and socio-ethnic boundaries. Great religious leaders of all faiths have preached and shown the paths of peace and unity to their followers through simple principles of sympathy, empathy, compassion, serenity, respect and finally ways of simple living in harmony with nature. On a daily basis, we hear of natural disasters in form of earth quakes, landslides, floods, plagues, famine due to manmade consequences. We pray for peace, we meditate for serenity; we travel to revered places to show our devotion. It is time we question ourselves on the motives of such visits is it to find peace with ourselves which is important but do we share that peace we find within ourselves with our fellow man. People like Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Abraham Lincoln, Patrice Lumumba, S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike, Mother Theresa and many more who sacrificed their lives treading the path of peace in order to set an example for others to follow their path.

We as an organization that actively promote ideologies for sustainable peace encompassing all walks of life are not a mere illusion but by joining hands to make this a reality. Taking small steps in trying to overcome jealousy, greed and discrimination as an individual will contribute towards our vision of sustainable peace. We try to overcome hunger through alleviating poverty leading to peace of mind and body and relieve pain of others through implanting love leading peace in society. This was the vision of our Founder Bob Luitweiler for Servas International. Have we achieved this or at least started to pave the way towards this goal?

How far have we achieved? 

Many Servas member countries I know have tried many a ways to achieve our objective of PEACE. They may have tried and applied various strategies in achieving their objectives. I know that some countries have organized and established their Peace Task Forces. Some have established their Peace Museums; some organize peace marches and marathons. We organized work camps and youth camps thinking of our future. But have we achieved our objectives and if so to what extent. Was it only a social gathering? In 2008 Peace Task Forces of many countries met each other but I or many more don’t know whether they met or the outcome of these gatherings. These would have been very successful but it is always better if the other countries too were given an opportunity to know the outcome. 

Sharing and Peace Network:

The Executive Committee of Servas has been trying to establish a peace network since 2006 but it is sad to say that no positive response was shown by the national groups to date. This was intended to identify the positive approaches already made by the respective countries so that these positive and successful strategies could be shared with others who face the same problem. 

Sharing makes people understand each other better and share ideas to collectively make a positive impact on peace initiatives.

Are the Peace Organisations successful to-day:

The World’s most accepted and strongest Peace Organization the United Nation which has many of its tentacles to approach towards a better living and harmonious social conditions for everyone, yet their decisions and approaches too are been challenged. Many countries do not heed to the UNO requests. This is the same with many other organizations. UNO and other peace organizations have become very weak and almost lost its face when they have tried to implement their expectations. Peace organizations should gather around local organizations and make the people feel that they play a neutral role to solve their problems. Likewise SERVAS too should empower their national organizations to achieve their global objectives.

SERVAS HAS NOT IDENTIFIED PEACE AS AN IMPORTANT AREA TO WORK WITH

This clearly indicates when you look at the funds allocated for peace activities. How much money has Servas allocated for 2009? Nothing.

Some Recommendations made to strengthen Peace activities by Servas:

1. Servas groups in the respective countries should be made an accepted peace organization in their own governments as most governments do not know what Servas is.

2.  Servas countries should strengthen their mediation work, form mediation committees of their own and involve in solving their own problems failing with could invite their neighboring partners of Servas to solve the problem.

3. Try to reach out to the needy by way of establishing Servas villages in poor countries promoting Peace and harmonious existence.

4.Help people to learn more about themselves to relieve themselves from unwanted power craziness, hatred, anger and jealousy which may cause many of the social ailments we see which ultimately the weak and innocent who will be victimized. 

5. Organize to establish a Peace Development Fund:

 Like that of the Development Fund by FAO of Rome, every member of Servas could set aside US$ one cent every month and this could be handed over to their National Secretary, We have more than 10000 may be all over the world and could collect a fair amount of money to promote peace without tapping into the general till of Servas.

CONCLUSION:

It is true that Servas organize many activities every year to promote peace by way of social gatherings. But we must always try to harpoon these to focus it to some specific point. If not it will be another social gathering with a happy ending with no outcome.

People live in two worlds. The physical world and the spiritual world. No religious leader or faith ever said to do harm to any being. They all sought peace and harmony within a person and to assist the outer world through this.

As man improved his knowledge on science and technology  his interests on physical needs over powered his spiritual  needs and to grab more  was his main concern  and thus his life became more complicated paving his way for a frustrated life filled with anger and hatred. This is so with many governments and countries.  Let us begin our venture from ourselves, then our family, our neighbors, our country and then our world.

