[image: image1.jpg]



SERVAS  MALAWI NEWSLETTER 25. 

[image: image7.png]S
= e

‘}
SERVAS





 “Board Game Social. – We were all winners!’’
JUNE’2011: This newsletter is YOURS, PLEASE send articles, ideas or stories to Editors: Demelza Benbow Pvt Bag 211, Blantyre, Malawi OR Brian Sambo Box E593, Post Dot Net, Blantyre.Hm:01-912252, Cell:0995-671443 Email=briandeez@gmail.com / cartridgemasters@gmail. com
LOCAL MALAWI SERVAS NEWS

(     (     (     (     (     (
‘Hello!’ Rudviko & Gloria are back in contact and have moved from Ntcheu to Chinsapo Sec School, in Likuni just outside of Lilongwe. 
(Tayanie is convalescing in Blantyre after being involved in a nasty car crash. 
(New baby! Henry & Fanny Kamwendo have had a baby boy 3kg called Conrad, brother to Jeremy

(Exton+Togozanie ‘HERE WE GO – WE’RE MOVING!’ Namitete to Nathenje 15km outside of Lilongwe on the M1.
Leaving Servas Malawi ( 
►Sandy & Cornell DUDLEY are retiring as ‘having relatives over so often to Malawi  is like running our own private Servas’. Fond farewells`

►John Mbalale@1st Merchant – moving on. A shame as we had secured funding for Marta to attend the Youth Conference in Uganda. Such is life but bad timing. 

►Are YOU leaving too? If you don’t pay your annual subs you maybe.  Your subs are ONLY a contribution to the overall costs. We don’t want to let you go or remove you – so don’t give us a reason too!  Pay up, be fair. And too those lovely ones of you who have paid up without lots of hassle & reminders - WELL DONE ( & Tx!   Treasurer 
(( ( UP COMING SOCIALS( ( (
( Friday 1st July  Put it in your diary NOW!
Soup & Film  (  Night 7-930pm
Another ‘souper’-film night is on yippee! Just bring a pillow to sit on, invite a friend who maybe interested in joining Servas – just come!

Venue!! It’s a miracle, it’s NOT at Demelza’s but closeby. It is at Chris & Hannah’s house. (Into St Andrews, park in the upper carpark on your right. Walk then to the hse directly behind the Guards hse, ENTER the metal gate on lft with dog warning on it.  
Be there or miss out on a great night.
Oh, the worst of all tragedies is not to die young, but to live until seventy-five and never have taken impossible risks.    Martin Luther King Jr.

( JOKE TIME (   

The diner had been waiting a long time for his meal and was on the point of walking out when the waiter appeared.  ‘I must apologise for the delay, sir,’ said the waiter, .‘but your fish will be coming in a minute  The diner replied coldly.  ‘What bait are you using to catch it?’
(   WHAT HAPPENED AT THE LAST SOCIAL?   ( 

(Saturday 28th May  FILM NIGHT 7pm
This took place at Demelza and saw 14 of us turn up somewhat nervously.  We all took a bowl of hot home-made onion soup & bread and chatted until everyone had arrived and then started the film.   
( ( (
Projected onto a drop-down screen, we sat on settees and the floor, (well done to Hannah who was 6months pregnant & took a floor cushion!).  We watched a thought provoking, sad and sometimes shocking film. It raised issues of the value of life, believing in yourself and fighting for what you believe is the right thing to do – extolling the concept ‘someone must take a stand against wrong.’. Enjoyable night.  Relaxed atmosphere.  Nice Whiskey too!!      Patrick Jelenje.    (The handsome one wearing army fatigues!) 
( WELCOME NEW MEMBERS (
( Hannah, a Youth worker & Christopher SCUTT an IT teacher@St Andrews Int’ High School. They have travelled all over Europe, India & Israel.  To welcome them call:09936778336 /0993678368/0044.
( Yohane a radiographer & Doris NGONDO headteacher have Elijah, Jane, Francis and Christina & spilt their time between Blantyre and Dedza.  Call him on :0999919861. 
( Patrick  & Ellian JELENJE, have children, Flora, Philip, Sebestian, Innocent & Ellian, They are strongly involved in the Catholic Church. Patrick travels a lot.
( Eternity a therapist &  Shaun BRADY a road engineer have a daughter called Neve, and lived in the Carribean+USA prior to settling in Malawi  099-1002015. E-mail:rainboweternity@gmail.com  
( Macheza is an IT student+ Nettie DZABALA his mother, a Pharmacist :0991-807269, 0991-807268, He enjoys swimming and football. Email:dizzy_cheza @ yahoo.com

( Ian is a surveyor & Ellita THAWALE an accountant. Welcome them via:- 0888-560111 or email:ithawale@yahoo.com. A keen pool player.
( Watson is a Retired Headmaster and Ettie WANJE, a health surveyor.  Cell:0881189766 or best 0995563940. They like hiking in the Kirk Mountain Range which is very close to Mpira Damn – near to where they live.

( Willie TAFATATHA & Kitty FEITH, have children Mike & Joyce, enjoy running with the Hash Harriers & playing guitar. Contact to welcome them on: 0888-835975 0999338700. They have travelled to the 
Holland, USA & Europe, E:williekitty@live.com

( Kristina CUISINIER based in Lilongwe is a vetenary nurgeon 2 Children are Thomas and Sam 0999-935294,  Email:ngocui@malawi.net she has lived in Belgium, Rwanda and Holland.

( Ayako & Arnoud PHILIPPO are a Dutch-Japanese couple, who visited Malawi 2010 and insisted on joining Servas Malawi even ignoring the fact Arnoud  is actually the National Secretary of Holland!! ‘We wanted a members T-shirt each’ they said as of way of explanation. Email:arnoud. philippo@gmail.com or ayako.philippo@gmail.

( JOKE TIME (   

‘Waiter! What’s the meaning of this fly in my soup?’ 
‘I don’t know, sir, I’m a waiter, not a fortune-teller.’
( YOUTH GROUP / ACTIVITY (
(Saturday 25th June = 3 PEAKS SPEED-WALK 
is coming up – contact me if you would like to take part.  36km up and down Ndirandi, Chiradzulu and Michiru.  We start at 5am end 6pm, we have a support car + get hot tea, at breaks set up at check 5 or so points. 
A never to be forgotten experience by you or your legs!  
INTERESTED?  (  CONTACT/TEXT/EMAIL: 
GORDON BENBOW 0999-333389/ 01823688.

gbenbow@saints.mw
(((MEMBER ACTIVITY/NEWS (((
In the world to come I shall not be asked ‘Why were you not Moses?’ I should be asked. ‘Why were you not Zusya?’   Rabbi Zusya.

1st LILONGWE MEETING

5th February 2011. Harrys Bar
This took place off Mzimba Road, back in early February in central Lilongwe.  Demelza (Taron & Sichella) and Christina and George and Tayanie met.  We waited for Exton/ Togo and Rudviko but they never pitched up.  The venue was a nice quiet bar and Demelza gave an update of what was happening in Blantyre regarding meetings and the last ‘Game-Board’ Social.  
It was generally agreed that Lilongwe was now becoming the central hub in Malawi for incoming travellers. This means that it is becoming more important to have Servas host members located in Lilongwe.  Someone with easy internet/electricity access & living centrally to Lilongwe was sought to take on the newly created role of Regional Coordinator.  Various names were raised but the group proposed and unanimously accepted Tayanie into the position until December 2012.  The role will involve: 

· Interviewing new would-be Servas Hosts, 
· Calling Lilongwe meeting/socials.
· Maintaining an information file for would-be travellers/hosts to look at.
· Publicising Servas Malawi in Lilongwe.

· Maintain/answering email/text/phone contact with National Secretary/other coordinators.

Congratulations to Tayanie!  All Lilongwe hosts – lets get new members soon please!  By Exton
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(PHOTO: above  shows meeting. 

Taron &Tayanie + Geroge&Sichella  + Kristina
PAST SERVAS MEETINGS/AGM
20th SERVAS

MALAWI MEETING
Thanks so very much to everyone.
29th May Sunday 2010 at 3pm with x11 attending THANKS  to Soyapi for minute taking.
ATTENDING: Patrick & Ellian Jelenje, Demelza Benbow, Caroline Chisi, Willie Tafatatha, Exton Mtande, Soyapi Chitembeya, Gordon Benbow, Chris & Hannah Scutt, Henry Kamwendo. 
APOLOGIES: Deborah, Mac,Brian, Marcel,Ian Ruth Yohane, Sandra, Ramona, Chris & Watson
( ( (
AGENDA       (Demelza – Chair)
     ( Secretary for meeting: Soyapi
( MINUTES THE LAST MEETING– DJAL

( The Minutes as presented in Newsletter No24 
were proposed by Caroline and seconded by 
Soyapi as an accurate account of the Sat 28th November 2010 meeting.
( MATTERS ARISING
a) ►Whether or not the Servas Committee will choose Malawi as the venue for the next international meeting is still undecided July 2013 best time. After watching a 3min sailing course DVD /powerpoint+music it was agreed;

b)► Demelza & Hannah would have a go at making make a similar 1 on 1) Malawi and 2) Servas. 3)Wille to put on U-tube site.
c) ►A paper on the ‘Positions-in-Servas’ Now-what-are-we-supposed-to-do?  Has been given to post holders as requested at the  last meeting.
( HOST LIST CHECK/UPDATE
All the members that were present checked, updated and corrected their entries on the list.
( MEMBER NEWS
( NEWLY JOINED – 6 members
( LILONGWE GROUP – ‘Nil to note’.
( SPECIFIC MEMBER NEWS– Tayanie’s been in a car crash & is convalescing in Blantyre. 

( MARY RECONCILIATION (0888879648) 
We received an email from Servas Great Britain*; (*Margaret Seelig is Servas Britain’s Peace Secretary E: saram@seelig.fsnet.co.uk)   
our Buddy Link) who have said they are unable to continue their link with us, as we haven’t reconciled with Mary.  Deborah (Deputy) asked that meeting be advised that it is her recommendation that we should :-

Waste no further time on this issue – allow GB to cut from us. 1. As we can not force Mary to reconcile if SHE doesn’t wish too & Great Britain can not try to force us to do so either.  2.She brought Servas Malawi into disrepute by taking us to CILIC. 
3. Demelza has contacted the British man who made Marys ‘Let me be your tourist guide’ link to the Servas-Malawi site, and he says he will not renew/continue it. 
4. She has not paid subs for over 4years.

These 4 points were deliberated over for some time by members but the recommendation was accepted by the meeting.
NB:Demelza still felt as Peace Organisation we should leave the ‘door open’ - Caroline will approach Mary quietly & let her know we’ve dropped the issue of reconciliation/suspension.  
]
►THE ISSUE IS NOW CLOSED.
►We will approach Holland or Denmark about becoming our Buddy instead of GB.
( FINANCE: 
JOINING & MEMBERSHIP FEES.
· Joining fees: (MK2000) Working well & collecting in at 2nd interview. 
· Annual Membership Fees: (MK1000).   
a)8 are outstanding b)a backlog of arrears have been cleared by many – a miracle!  
c) Remember our account is:-  
First Merchant Bank; Blantyre Branch; SERVAS MALAWI; SAVINGS ACCOUNT NO. 000-5200405007.   Sort code is 03-00-01.  Text me with the pay-in number+branch or send the pay-in slip to:-  Demelza, Pvt Bag 211, Blantyre. THANKS!
►Demelza will approach Tayanie about collecting in from those in Lilongwe.
►Demelza asked Soyapi to help her and look at the finances to date – she is a bit out of her depth regarding accounting and help with collecting in the annual fees. 
( COMMUNITY PROJECT LINKS
(Servas Malawi is linked to & tries to support the work of Open Arms Infant home, Namasimba, The CharChar Trust & AYISE.)

Namasimba: Nil to report.
Open Arms: The new branch in Mangochi is doing very well – visit if you are there please. 
CharChar: a) Had an overprint of notebooks and so will deliver+donate them to Yohane’s wife Doris NGONDO  (who is Headteacher @Kapalamula Primary School) – Near Umbwi Secondary near Dedza. Email:mail@thechar chartrust.org b) if you want to join the Culford group building work in July in Chikwawa.
c) If you have a truck/4-wheel drive going to Lilongwe – we need to drop a CharChar a chest at Nzama? Let Demelza know. She would like to deliver them ASAP.
INTERESTED IN HELPING? Just visit or contact DEMELZA  0999-482983
► Demelza will ask Tayanie about finding a local Lilongwe Community group they could support.

( ICEAND – GREAT BRITAIN
NORTH ( SOUTH LINK

ICELAND, has pulled out of directly sending its volunteers to Malawi but redirects interested citizens to VSO through which they may come to Malawi. We have sent a letter to VSO advising we will offer any incoming VSO ‘Honorary’ Membership of Servas Malawi for the duration of their stay in Malawi.
GREAT BRITAIN, see our discussion upon Mary.
( Written & edited by Demelza. 
 Spelling mistakes are on purpose – try to spot them!
( SERVAS INTERNATIONALLY

  30th July – 6th August in Kampala , Uganda.

(International Youth Conference.

(Southern Africa Area Meeting 

Lake Victoria, Uganda.
John Kinene Hopekins:
Uganda@servas.org
Moses Kigozi: kigozimoses@yahoo.co.uk
Soyapi, Ramona and Mac, still possibly going? Demelza has booked 2 places. NB: Patrick would consider going if his son Innocent goes! Air seems the best way to get there though VERY costly.
►Demelza will email Pablo about how bookings and funding to attend is going/available.

( PRESENTATIONS 
Ben and his kids Pâschwa+Lèmorah talked about their trip to India and the two Servas families which hosted them – it was quite humorous. NB: A report on their trip will be included in the Next Newsletter No.25.

( SERVAS SOCIAL EVENT 
(Board Games Afternoon Saturday – 

22nd January 2011. @Marco+Edith MAMBO’s Report: The Meeting was advised a report would go into the next newsletter, as we were short of time.    
(Soup & Film  - Saturday – 28th May 2011.

It went well. See:  ‘ What Happened at the last Social’. By Patrick Jelenje. 

General views; a) Lets do another one ‘Animal Farm? A man for all Seasons?  b) Consider charging money to make fund,  c) Bring a friend (as Caroline did) to introduce them to Servas.

((   ANY OTHER BUSINESS

►Willie will to put the Malawi and Servas DVD/CD foto to music compilation onto a Servas Malawi Facebook/U-tube & link it Servas Malawi website and take on the new role of ‘Website/Host Updater’. Hurrah for Willie!
►Demelza encourages members to join her MUM group (Mums Up Mulanje) – she hopes to do a trip up in June/July.  

((  PHOTO
(A Group photo was taken by Paschwa Benbow

((   NEXT MEETING 
3pm Sunday 30th October@Demelza’s House.

YOUR . . .(. . .VOICE

(SERVAS MEMBERS SPEAK)
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▼  REPORT  ▼

The Blantyre Servas Group had a Games Afternoon Get- together function, hosted at my house in Mpingwe Hill in Limbe.  There were children playing ‘Guess Who’, whole group Scrabble. One game called Jenga which I particularly liked was a Japanese game and Japanese with a Japanese sounding name. 

In this game you had a little tower of wooden blocks.  The blocks were arranged from top to bottom and the challenge of the game was to remove a piece without disturbing the others.  It was really exciting, until it noisily fell; meaning the one who had just made the whole tower fall was the looser.  We kept playing it over and over as it was funny and challenging - people showing their dexterity skills in carefully pulling/pushing/easing out the blocks. Everyone wanted to be a winner and not a looser.

There was a good group there, two Servas Travellers, 1 from Holland, 1 from Japan and 2 prospective Servas members.  People bought dishes of food with them and I provided drinks.  When rain thundered down towards the end Demelza talked about the Servas hosts her family stayed with in India in December and I showed my Israeli trip photos.

Looking back, this games afternoon was relaxed and good fun.  For me it displayed the fact that there is peace in our Servas club and that we can all get on wherever we come from.  Its a club where people can actually interact and play games together and cry with the looser or laugh with the winner.      Marco Mambo
‘Those who wish to sing always find a song.’  Swedish Proverb
(  LETTERS  CORNER  (
My name is Arnoud Philippo. I joined Servas in 1984 and with my wife Ayako, who is from Japan, we have many wonderful experiences with Servas; as well as being hosts and travellers. We live in the Netherlands where I am in fact the National Secretary.  

For this trip I am writing about, we left home on the 3rd December, arriving in Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania. We then travelled overland and into Mozambique and stayed with our Servas-friends in Beira. We planned to get on the Ilala-ferry from Metangula in Mozambique to Likoma Island, but because the ferryboat was undergoing repairs (which we didn’t know about!), we waited three days for nothing. We did not get to Likoma but had to travel overland to Mangochi, via Monkey Bay (where we saw the technicians working on the Ilala in the docks!). Then onto Chembe (Cape MacClear) and into Liwonde Park.  Here we enjoyed a boat trip on the Shire River, seeing elephants, hippos, birds and crocodiles and even experiencing monkeys dancing on the roof!  

In Blantyre we were welcomed by Servas hosts Ben & Demelza Benbow, who I specifically 
wanted to stay with as I met her at the International Conference in Argentina in September 2009. We very much enjoyed staying with this nice family and their lovely children, 
although Demelza kept telling us over and over - we needed to stay with other hosts.

Demelza and Ben took us to many places in and around their home (Carlsberg, Open Arms, Tree planting on Ndirandi, Pamet, St Michaels church etc).  Once Saturday we joined a great Servas social meeting in the ‘beautiful garden’ of Marco & Edith Mambo in Limbe. 
The atmosphere was very relaxed: we all had a go at playing board games, with drinks and snacks and of course many conversations. The Benbows also encouraged us to prepare and go on a three-day hike on Mulanje Mountain; (they have a lot of experience in these mountains themselves), so their information was very useful. Saulo Benbow recommended us a good guide called ‘Frank’ – who kept us safe and stopped us getting lost.  We very much enjoyed the trip from Likhubula-village and our 2 nights in the CCAP-cottage (situated at 1981 meters) and back down again, trudging through the undergrowth - seeing Malawi’s nature close-up!
When we returned to Blantyre, we were again welcomed by the Benbows (who took and threw our stinky clothes at great speed into their washing machine!).  We enjoyed the birthday party of Sichella with many happy kids and a lot of noise and in general really enjoyed the havoc and busy-ness of this family and began to feel part of it - we hope that they will get their own back by visiting us in the Netherland. 
We even decided to ‘join’ Servas Malawi, so we could get their nice members T-shirt and badge!!!!  We feel very pleased to have 1-year-honorary-membership (see us on YOUR host list) and will be keeping up with all that Servas Malawi is doing by email. 

Our last night in Blantyre we shifted to new Servas host – ‘Ruth’ near Phoenix school – Thanks Ruth but not enough time – we had so many questions for you.
We also feel able to highly recommend Servas travellers from the Netherlands to travel in Malawi and stay with Servas hosts there and as I write we are about to leave to stay with Servas hosts -Exton & Togozanie in Lilongwe, Benson in Senga Bay-Army Baracks and Eunice in Mzuzu –can’t wait – I am sure they’ll be great!

Last but not least we would like to welcome Servas travellers from Malawi to visit the Netherlands and stay with Servas hosts in our small country (about one third of the size of Malawi): we have 220 hosts waiting for you!

(PHOTO ( shows:    Ayako & Arnoud
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NEXT MEETING

Day: Sunday Oct 30th 2011

Time: 3pm prompt ! ! Demelza’s in BT.

01-821520   0999-482983

Dear Demelza and Servas Friends,

It’s a long time since I have been in contact with you or written to you and I must apologise for my silence.

Sorry for behaving in such a strange way despite all the good times we shared in the past, for apart from being in the same group of SERVAS we were also closest family friends.

Please accept my apologies and congratulations for the baby boy you had some time back.  It seems God was listening to you at last!

I promise to pay the family a visit soon after the exams, because I attend weekend classes thus from 8am to 5pm on weekends.  That is why I seem as if I don’t care, but get it from me you mean a lot.  I always recall all the good things you did to me and my family especially my son, your family means a lot to me.

I have been receiving all the SERVAS Newsletters, which was good of you to keep sending – hence I know your friendship and kindness.

I will come to discuss about my membership fee balance so that I must be an active member.

I am still interested in Servas, its just that studying is taking so much of my free time

Once again, I accept my apology.  I appreciate you for not forgetting me. I will promise to try to change, thank you for not cutting me off.   Greet the whole SERVAS family –remember I care!

Clara   0999-815303 or 0888-699994
“Life changes when you least expect it too.  The future is uncertain, so, seize this day, seize this moment, and make the most of it!“      Jim Valvano
REPORT: VISIT TO:  INDIA 14th Dec’ 2010 to 3rdJan’ 2011 

BY: DEMELZA  BENBOW

PRE-VISIT PREPARATION
Had to DHL ($$!) copious lawyer stamped documents + photos + bank statements for each passport to the Indian Embassy in Zambia to apply for visas. Then phone & ask friends to hassle the High Commission to process, issue, and return the passports to Malawi. We emailed some Indian hosts but received no responses. It seems most hosts only have phone numbers noted in the Indian Host book. We decided against joining the IT based alternative to Servas called ‘Couch Surfers’, as there were 7 of us. Ordered travellers cheques & $ cash. Booked the 1st night’s hotel in Mumbai.  Packed for cold + warm weather.

TRAVEL & ARRIVAL TO INDIA  (
Got the visas very last minute –actually; day before we left!

Drove to Lilongwe (long drive with kids) from Blantyre & stayed with Servas Host - Kristina. Very kind of her to host us all (x7)and drop us off at the airport the next day for our flights Lilongwe to Nairobi.  Got lovely Air Kenya children’s packs for them to play with. We (+our luggage) made our connections to India OK and the meals on the plane were good. Got into Mumbai at 4am - a quite nasty and stressful time to arrive with half-asleep children in your arms.

Took a pre-paid taxi to our hotel and went straight to sleep.

(   DIFFICULTIES, CHALLENGES   ( 
( We did not book in advance and we should have!  ( Everyone & their dog (or cow) in India goes on holiday in December, so you want to join them you’d better book 3months ahead to secure ANY train ticket or GOOD VALUE hotel. If you can’t do that, you’d better take your $ out & not cry when you’re told the costly prices.
( India can be very dirty, toilets smelly & filthy. It was hard to keep the children clean & prevent them catching diarrhoea infections because theres often no water, soap to use.

( India in December is COLD in the north & cool in the south. The kids were v. cold on the over night train Agra to Delhi & didn’t sleep well at all.

( We were put off visiting modern shopping malls as they’re terrorist-risk
( Bus journeys were vomit-inducing, noisy, dangerously driven, expensive, uncomfortable and drivers thought nothing of chucking you out  on the city outskirts at 4am into darkness.
( ((
( The largeness of India is  ok but disconcerting - if you get the cheap booked-in-advance flights & take the overnight trains you are laughing. 

( We struggled finding non-spicy food for the children & were too hygiene-scared to eat the market made food (which probably was ok).

( Bartering the prices of anything and everything got very tiring and boring. Only super markets & restaurants have set prices.
ENOJYABLE, REWARDING, FULFILLING

(Spending 3 weeks travelling where ‘we felt like going’.  ITINERARY: 2days-Mumbai, 5days-Udaipur, 3days-Agra, 2days-Delhi, 7 days-Goa or Hyderabad-3days, Hampi-2days,Goa-2days and back 1day in Mumbai fly to Malawi.
( Restaurant food was surprisingly cheap, with great varieties offered at tourist sites (Indian Vegetarian or meat, Chinese, Italian, International) or fast MacDonald foods outlets at big city modern malls or cheap and spicy curries and rice/chapattis/roti’s, at local restaurants.  As adults we loved the food, especially the succulent tandori chickens, although battered chilli’s are only for the very brave.

( The noise, smell, mass of moving people is overwhelming on your senses its so different to anywhere else.

( Auto-rickshaws (3-wheeled taxis) - reasonably priced - after negotiation, so you could afford to go just about anywhere.

( The metro of Delhi - amazingly cheap, modern, clean, efficient & anti-terrorism conscious, scanning each person+ bag as you enter any station.

( Seeing for myself the towering 400yr old temples, historical sites of Udaipur & the beautiful Taj Mahal. 
( The diversity & richness of free religious expression.

( The wonder of the World Heritage Site @Hampi (Southern India) and the amazing granite edifices built 1000’s of years ago – how? (Saulo and I went there by train after we had stayed in Hyderabad 4 nights.)
( The availability & variety of vegetarian Hindi food was great & I liked the fact alcohol was hardly ever on offer/seen.

( Seeing how the practice of allowing cows to wonder+ poo freely in major cities worked out to the societies benefit.

( Being shocked and impressed by the amount of modern high rise offices and homes Hyderabad has built in the last decade – wow. (Saulo and I went there for Corneal eye surgery while Ben+kids went for a week to Goa.
( The impressive high standard of professional care shown to patients at the L V Prasad Eye Hospital in Hyderabad.  (Saulo went there seeking a corneal transplant but was told new glasses and prevention of future eye infections would be his best course of action and not eye surgery.)

( The efficiency of the train system (if you could get a ticket!).      ( The beauty of places like Udaipur and Goa.

( The beauty of some of the crafts found in bazaars.                     ( The spontaneous kindness of some people we met..
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Family BENBOW with the great Taj Mahal behind them.         The Swarmi –  our religious Servas Host in New Delhi.
MEETING/ STAYING WITH INDIAN SERVAS HOSTS    (We had dinner with 1 host and stayed with 2 hosts on our travels)

(Jagat Singh & Renu Mehta,
 (Dinner) UDIPUR, Rajasthan ,North West India. 

Took a rickshaw to Jagats house and had an evening meal with them. Now the Servas India Assistant/Deputy National Secretary, he had retired as a hospital administrator. We met their 11 and 24year old children and chatted about our different lives and cultures.  They were very keen on extolling the beauty and uniqueness of Udaipur and were very proud of where they lived – sweet.

(Pradip & Saroj GAUR 
2 nights in AGRA, Uttar Pradesh, Northern India. .  

Pradip was a well know Marble Craftsman who completed a lot of restoration work upon the Taj Mahal and was involved with the internal designs oft he fantastic Bahai Temple in New Delhi.  Saroj was involved in politics and a local municipal administrator. (I hope it will allow her to influence the completion of the open sewage system running outside their house!)  We arrived a day before expected, but they were still able to host us. We stayed in a store/guest room on their roof, which gave great views over the city at night. Ben & Saulo hauled up an incredibly heavy bed for us to sleep on and some old dusty mattresses. It was quite cold at night so we all huddled together to keep warm, the biting mosquito’s forcing us to use the over head fan. There was a basic toilet/bathroom where you could have a cold bucket wash. There was also a little kitchen-room to cook in. Normally travellers sleep on floor mats or just the roof - which must be nice when hot. Pradip made us a nice vegetarian +roti lunch and after we went to see the marble training school he founded and see some apprentices at work, a very beautiful but laborious craft. Next day we took a taxi + guide he’d helped us order, around the sites.  Sadly we had little time to get to know the family well even though they lived in the house below as they and us were so busy. We gave them a Malawi wildlife calendar & some rucksacks for their grandchildren.

(Dharmananda & Nirmala JAIN, 
2 nights in NEW DELHI, Delhi, 
Northern India. 

Its hard sometimes to understand what people are saying on the phone; I wasn’t a 100% sure Dharmananda had said ‘yes you’re welcome – just come!’. To confuse me further, we arrived at 8am+ into Delhi train station, took 2 rickshaws 1½ hrs+ to ‘The Centre, near the big red statue of Lord Brahma-monkey god’ & then tried to enter the house of someone with a similar name, (who was very ill at ease with our arrival). After being re-directed we walked and found Dharmananda and found ourselves suddenly being told ‘you’re booked in’ to 2 double rooms, fill these tourist resident forms in now, hand over your passports, breakfast, lunch and dinner are at these times strictly - I will tell you when the meditation sessions are you’ll join’. 
Once we had got past ‘Manjou’ (a considerably zealous receptionist!) and met Dharmananda, we came to realise that we were being accommodated for free at the Mandip  Meditation & Healing Centre. It turned out he was a Jain Swarmi of considerable repute who had founded (over 45 years ago) and built the very large complex in which we stayed.

None of this was explained in the ‘India Hostlist’ – so like us, it must throw Servas Travellers into a pool of confusion.  We missed all the meal times but I made a 5am meditation session, sitting X-legged on a mat & moving/breathing deeply for 45mins. Father Christmas visited on Xmas Eve anb Xmas Day was great fun. 
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