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A MESSAGE FROM OUR GENERAL 
SECRETARY 

Receiving letters from hosts and 
other volunteers all over the world 
is the most pleasant part of being 
the General Secretary for SERVAS 
INTERNATIONAL We have over 6,000 
hosts. You are the heart of SERVAS 
and all of us are happy to think of 
all the 'Open Doors' awaiting Ser-
vas travelers around the world. 

Let us also recognize and ap-
preciate the efforts of the in-
ternational officers and regional 
coordinators and the national 
Servas representatives.They are the 
volunteers who hold' this 
organization of hosts and travelers 
together.Many of them work very 
hard for Servas,spending man hours 
every week on their volunteer 
duties. 

We also need to realize how many of 
the volunteers are trying to keep 
Servas together and help it to grow 
under difficult conditions where 
their national governments are 
opposed to the aims of Servas or'-
cannot believe that a voluntary 
non-political group like us can 
exist in today's world. Many try to 
keep going in spite of the fact 
that their governments have called 
them in for interrogation about 
their involvement with Servas. 

I feel very proud to know and to 
work With such people. While we 
can't give them public re-
cognition, I think we should salut 
and honor them for the fine work 
they are doing for Servas. 

We do want to say again that we 
thank every one of you volunteers 
far the work that you do to help 
SERVAS. You are the glue which 
holds this world-wide group of 
hosts together and makes the host-
traveler relationship possible. 

In peace and friendship 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

It is still a true choice: one world 
or none. 
Roger Baldwin 

1984  
In the fleeting time of december I 
sit here, in its splendor .the sun 
shines quietly on the calendar's 
last page, thin and well engaged 
in its last 1983. Soon'a poignant 
breeze will detach it gently. We 
shall then enter 1584, George 
Orwell's prophetic mythical year, 
currently discussed these days. 

What to say, what to do, how to 
be, how to welcome within oneself 
the year's first ray of sunshine? 
The answer lies in everyone of us 
if we know how to let it emerge 
with humility. 
It is going to be an answer of 
hope, despite the prophecy. But it 
will be up to us to contribute 
with a creative approach; to. 
create with courage so as not to 
let oneself be engulfed into the 
quicksands of resignation; to look 
beyond appearances, giving things 
their just value, to enhance daily 
encounters tenaciousiy and at any 
cost. To believe firmly in the 
"small is beautiful" because such 
is our human dimension, but at the 
same time to enjoy a universal 
vision of time and space we are 
living in. When-ever a choice 
seems to be too easy, let us 
contest and doubt it; this with 
serenity, which does not mean 
ingenuity. 

Let us be a bit challenging, above 
all towards our own selves. Car, 
we hope and wish to do it 
together? 
Luigi Uslenghi, Italy 

ECOLOGY AS POLITICS. 

By Andrè Gorz 
ON POVERTY: 

e a _  

To be poor is to be excluded 
from the dominant lifestyle and 
this lifestyle is never that of 
the majority but of the 20% of 
the population whose privileged 
and ostentatious consumption 
dictates the style. What makes 
poor people poor is that they 
are less well off in rela- 
tion to the socio-cultural 
standard that directs and sti-
mulates desires. A person is 
poor in Peru when she or he has 
to go barefoot. In China when 
she or he has no bicycle, in 
France when she or he cannot pay 
for an automobile. In the 1930's 
people were poor when they could 
not buy a radio; in the 1960's 
they were poor if they had to 
deny themselves a TV set, in the 
1970's, they be-come poor by not 
having a color TV. As Illitch 
says "poverty modernizes 
iteself.'Its financial threshold 
keeps rising because new 
industrial products are presented 
as basic necessities, even while 
they remain out of reach for most 
people. 'The masses of people' 
pay an ever increasing price for 
being increasingly 
'underprivileged." Innovation 
feeds the fantasy that what is 
new is better. It creates more 
needs than it sa tisfies, deepens 
frustration. To sum up, goods are 
no longer desired and bought for 
their use value but for their 
function as symbols of status; 
es-cape and display. The 
individual is . brought up, 
educated to want them. It 
transforms the individual into a 
passive consumer, giving up his 
ability to do what he can for 
himself in exchange for 
'something better",,a product 
which only large institutions can 
provide. Physical poverty is not 
humiliating when it proceeds from 
choosing to be satisfied with 
less and not from being relegated 
to the lower rank of society. 
Material inequality ceases to be 
a major preoccupation when it 
ceases to be the symbol of 
hierarchical stratification. 

ON SCHOOLING_- 

The basic lessons taught in 
school are that there is a 
competent authority for every 
question and a specialist for 



 

Every task. That the “all sided” 
individual can never be anything 
but a dilettante or “dabbler”. 
Schooling discourages independence 
and versality in favour of gradued 
“qualifications” which have the 
essential characteristics of 
having no use value for the person 
who acquires them but only an 
exchange value on the job market. 
The institutional function which 
has been passed on the school is 
to perpetuate and confirm, not to 
counter or correct – bringing 
about the disintegrating, 
infantilizing and decultiurizing 
action of society. 
 
 
ON CUNSUMPTION: 
 
With needs determined by a series 
of institutions, professions, 
prescriptions and rights the 
citizens is invited to behave 
primarily as a consumer, customer, 
a client, who is legally entitled 
to a series of services, 
facilities and forms of 
assistance. The citizen no longer 
consumes those goods and services 
which correspond to the autonomous 
needs which she of he feels but 
htose which correspond to the 
heteronomous needs attributed to 
him or her by the professional 
experts of specialized 
insitutions. Discouraged form 
doing anything by or for 
themselves, deterred from 
associating wih others in order to 
create according to their own way 
of working, of housing themselves, 
of producing, moving about, 
consuming, living. People are 
encouraged instead to seek new 
forms of assistance “from above” 
to fill up the lasta spaces left 
to their own initiative. 
 
 

ON DEVELOPMENT 
 
The leap forward of agricultural 
production to beyond its 
ecological limits is colliding 
with with the energy problems. If 
the whole world were tu use US 
agricultural methods on all the 
land the land under cultivation, 
agriculture alone would use up the 
knowc oil reserves in a matter of 
29 years. More than 1/3 of the 
forest standing in 1882 have been  
razed. Current methods used those 
70 years, bring forth water 
shortages everywhere. In the third 
world, only the rich farmer could 
afford the fertilizers, 
insecticides, machinery and 
irrigation that the new fragile 
seeds require. 
However, 40% of the increase came 
from the seeding of new areas, a 
large part of which was previously 
used for growing leguminous plants 
such as lentils or beans, the main 
source of proteins for indians. On 
balance: Indians today do not have 
more garin capita than 10 to 15 
years ago, but their leguminous 
allotment has dropped by 30%. The 
new wells which were drilled, the 
water pumps which 
 
 
 
Were installed, brought about a 

disastrous drop in the level of 
ground water and a (predictable) 
drought in many regions of India. 
When the alarm is sounded, calling 
for populationcontrol, the first 
reaction on the part of the Third 
World is irritation and rebellion, 
for owith 13% of the world 
population, the industrialized 
capitalist countries consume 87% 
of the world’s energy, They take 
for themselves half the world’s 
fish, leaving only a fifth to the 
Third World. To feed themselves, 
they use 20% of the arable land on 
the globe, beyond what is their 
own. They are now setting up in 
Sahel, right in the middle of the 
famine, 375.000 acres of cattle 
farms meant to provide meat for 
Europe. 
 
 
ON DEATH: 
 
It has become schocking to state 
that it is natural to die, that 
there are and alnways will be 
fatal desease, that they are not 
an acidental and avoidable 
irregularity, but the 
inevitability of death. 

Thus we have medicalized death 
along with ilness, health and 
birth. To abide by the rules, you 
must die in a hospital, with the 
doctor’s permission. Your death, 
like all your illnesses and your 
health, becomes the business of 
professionals, it does not belong 
to you. The art of dying which 
implied the farewell ceremony in 
which the dying person is 
surrounded and assisted by all his 
or her near ones sums up the 
meaning of his or her life and “di 
as he or she lived” has been 
replaced in our culture by the 
clinical death, solitary, 
shamefule and absurd. 

Extracts: 
Edition Galilèe, Paris 
South End Press, Boston 
Pluto Books, UK. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Childrens welfare 
 

UNICEF’s (United Nations Children 
Fund) report outlines the effect 
of world-wide recession on the 
lives of children. In most 
countries, budgets have ben 
drastically realigned in favor of 
militery and economic development 
at the expense of social programs 
which are mistakenly considered 
unproductive. Budget cuts in such 
activities as education, health 
facilities (including vaccination 
campaigns) and supplementary food 
programs result in  
 
 
 

A marked detoriation in the 
general health and environment of 
the child. 
 
While UNICEF is mainly concerned 
with the Third World (and Fourth 
if you can define it) where such 
problems are acute, touching a 
large portion of the population, 
experts are now starting to see 
indications that the developed 
countries are also experiencing a 
deterioration of social/health 
services which directly affects 
the child’s welfare. It is 
becoming evident that certain 
parts of economically  marginal 
are slowly emerging as destitute 
and dependent upon social services 
for their very existence. Altough 
on a relatively small scale 
compared to the third-world, more 
cases of destitute children are 
being recorded in the cities and 
rural areas. With decreasing 
amount of funds available to 
handle these cases, many observers 
feel that some of the industrial 
nations are approaching crisis 
level. 
 
Cutting back on social services 
affecting the up-coming generation 
is obviously short-sighted having 
an adverse impact not only on the 
economy of nations riche and poor, 
but also the social condition and 
health of the world’s inhabitants, 
present and future. 
 
 

 

A message from Reva King: 
 
In his article “The begining of SERVAS 
Japan” SIN  19 reached me a few days 
after the death of that Japanese 
 

Soichi Kato 
 

He thus regretfully missed reading the SIN 
article, but we will always feel the 
contribution he made to SERVAS until his 
poor health prevented his active 
participation. 
Although only few of you knew Soichi-san 
with his quiet creative genius in helping 
bring pur world together. We are all 
privileged by the fact that SERVAS eas one 
of the peace organizations which he helped 
to promote. 
Tose interested in more details may contact 
his childhood friend: 
Yoshiyuki Ebina, 4-17-17 Jingume, 
Shibuya-ku, Tokyo, Japan, Telephone: 401-
1993 ext . 150 



 

 
 
 

How many trees are you 
planting on your land Mandabhai?" 
I am planting 1,200, but this 
year the village is planting 
182,235 trees". This is the reply 
I got from Mandabhai Rathwa and I 
could see that` he was full of 
happiness. The reason for this 
was, as he said, that his village 
Ambalug was this year planting 
182,235 trees due to an 
afforestation program undertaken 
by Anand Niketan Ashram. The 
previous year in 1982 Ambalug, a 
village of 93 families had planted 
85,000 trees, with the Ashram's 
aid. Just a few miles away in 
Sajuva village the achievements 
were even greater, where 90 
families had managed to plant a 
staggering 90,000 trees. 
Mandabhai Rathwa, a poor tribal 
had good reason to be happy, when 
he explained to me about the 
afforestation programme going on 
in his area, and the benefit that 
it would soon bring to the vil-
lagers. 
Three decades ago, in Chhotau-
depur, Naswadi and Pavi.jetpur 
talukas of Baroda district and 
Rajpipla taluka of Broach district 
there were rains of upto 60 to 
70", but this had decreased to 40" 
per year, due to the cutting of so 
many trees in an area which ad 
once been dense forest. Now, the 
land-erosion is severe and there 
is instant flooding of the 
rivers.  Wood for all purposes is 
scarce and expensive. In this 
area, Bhai, the chairman of Anand 
Niketan Ashram saw the vast number 
of people living in wastelands, 
denuded forest lands and 
unproductive agricultural land 
struggling to make a living. 
He decided to link the human 
potential in this area to the 
land to create a profitable 
productive activity. He decided to 
make the people partners in 
planting one crore saplings in 
1983 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bhai came to this area in 1948 at 
the age of 25. At that time, the 
whole area was covered by trees 
and thick forest. After 
independence vast tracts of forest 
land were sold by the princes to 
contractors and as a result the 
forests were cut down, As far back 
as 1972, Bhai took the initiative 
for afforestation in this area and 
with the aid of the forest 
department, nurseries were 
established at the Ashram. Mr. 
Ratubhai Adani, then the forest 
Minister of Gujarat, gave his 
support and in this year an 
experimental 200 hectares were 
planted. 
In 1977, Bhai'a concern for the 
welfare of the tribal people of 
Nalej village was shown. Con-
tractors had purchased the 7000 
mahuva trees in the area and were beginning to cut them 
down, The Supreme Court had passed 
an order in favour of the 
contractors. The Government 
machinery, which was situated one 
km away in Chhotaudepur was 
helpless to do anything. Bhai 
organised the People to take up non-violent resistance 
against the contractorscutting the Mahuva trees, the 
fruits and flowers .of which were 
the only means that they had of 
making a living. They physically 
embraced the trees, offering 
themselves to be killed before the 
tree was cut. The people won and 
so the 7,000 trees were saved and 
so was the livelihood of the 
villagers. 
Then, ir. 1980 the first euca-
lyptus trees were planted on the 
land of the Anand Niketan Ashram 
in the name of Sanjay Van. The 
Forest Minister of Gujarat, Shri 
Amarsinh Chowdhry came for the 
inauguration,which was the first 
in this area. 
 
In 1982, Bhai with the help of the 
Forest. Department enabled 

the tribals to put back 12.5 lakh  
eucalyptus saplings on their own 
lands. 200,000. of these saplings 
were raised at the Ashram's 
nursery. Shri Sanet Mehta, the 
Finance and Planing Minister 
attended a large rally in Vanta 
village when 20,000 saplings were  
planted in 20 minutes. The 
Government distributed free  
saplings and 119,000 Rupees  
were provided by the National 
Rural Employment Program as an 
incentive to the farmers to dig 
pits for the trees. Two 
cooperatives of tree growers were 
set up operating 184,450 and 
91,500 trees. These are the first 
two cooperatives and there is 
great potential for millions of 
trees and further cooperatives. 
In addition to Farm Forestry work, 
Anand Niketan Ashram which is 
situated 110 km from Vadodara  
(Baroda) has been carrying out 
other activities such as the now 
well known Peoples Court, Life 
Education School, Cooperatives, 
Irrigation and agricultural 
extension services, legal support 
for the rural poor and many 
others, for the comprehensive 
development of rural poor for the 
last 35 years. 
In 1983, Anand Niketan Ashram has 
undertaken a massive afforestation 
programme to put back one crore 
saplings on the land in 112 
villages in the adivasi area of 
Gujarat. This project started in 
December 1982, and 177 nurseries 
were started in 80 villages by the 
poor farmers, 75% of the trees are 
eucalyptus, 20% Subabul and 5% 
Banhoo and other types of useful 
local trees such as Mahuva, Teak, 
Kher, Mango, Coconut etc. 
 
This program will bring 5,000 
families from the small and 
marginal farmers and those 
among the forest land above the 
poverty line with relatively 
little investment. The benefits 
of this program will come as 
soon as 1986, when the trees will 
be worth 500 million Rupees. 
 
The program was discussed 
with the Prime Minister, and 
she appreciated the voluntary 
initiative taken at a great 
risk of failure. She wanted to 
see afforestation becoming a 
peoples program and indicated 
that this program should be-come a 
model to be multiplied in other 
States of India. 
 
This program has been notable for 
the part played by the rural 
people from the beginning to the 
end. It was solely on their 
initiative with the help of the 
Ashram that this scheme was 
undertaken. Although afforestation 
is a national program this is the 
first insstance, where the people 
have adopted a program on such a 
large scale. 

One crore* trees to be planted 
by M.J. Hanson Kahn 

 



 

For this year, Anand Niketan 
Ashram is planning to continue the 
program at an increased rate 
with more expertise and 
theexperience of previous years. 
Because of the massive national 
and need for afforestation, the 
Ashram’s aim is to create a system 
of cooperation with Gevernmetal 
and non-Governmental 
organizations, so as to be able to 
continue the planting of the trees 
indefinitely. 
Afforestation by the poor people 
is essential in order to bring 
about a positive change 

 In order to raise the economic 
conditions of the vast number of 
poor livin in the rural areas of 
India. 
 
1 crore* = 10 millions 
 
 
M.J. Hanson Kahn is a student of 
Peace Studies at the University of 
Bradford, England. He has been 
staying in the Ashram for 1 ½ 
years. The first hal year as part 
of his study and then for a year he 
became actively involved in 
develpmental activities of the 
Ashram. His other interest include 
environmental issues, women’s 
rights, nuclear disarmament and 
Gandhism.  
 

FOR SAYS THE TIME IS NOW 
BY Jo Graham (Peace Secr.) 

 
 

Encouraged by the rising swell of 
public opinion both in Europe and 
the USA against the deployment of 
nuclear missiles in Europe, 
Fellowship Magazines (published 
by Fellowship of Reconciliation 
of USA, 523 N. Broadway, Nyack, 
N.Y. 109601 has devoted its July-
August 1983 issue to statements 
from peace people of other 
countries. 
 
Says Fellowship: 

“Across continents, people are 
saying NO to the threat of world 
destruction...deployment may not 
be stopped, but that will not 
stop the hundreds of thousands in 
the world peace movement, for 
that is what it is, from taking a 
strong stand. This issue brings 
people in other countries. They 
feel that they are in a imminent 
danger and they ask us to do what 
we can do to influence our 
government. They are anxious to 
share their information 
experience and strategies with 
us. 

Readers of fellowship, for the 
most part, are already convinced 
that weapons of war do not bring 
security, that militarism does 
not make the world safe... But 
that is not enough. It is time 
now, not only for saying NO, but 
for making the most of the 
groundswell for peace by 
strengthening the links that 
exist and increasing our numbers. 
Dorothee Solle (German born 
theologian and teacher) asks that 
each of us convince twelve 
friends to fight for peace. If we 
use our cool heads and burning 
hearts to best advantage, we each 
ought to be able to take on that 
challenge”. 

 

If you provide names and 
addresses of twelve friends, this 
issue of Fellowship will be sent 
to them, if you request, twelve 
copies of the magazine will be 
sent to you to distribution. 

(Address above) 

 

Live the moment 

It is the constant dripping that 
wears away the stone. 

Disarmament times published 
under the auspices of the NGO 
Committee on disarmamene, gives 
you important and indpendetly, 
reported coverage on current 
disarmamene deliberations and 
negotiations, their developments in 
and around the UN. It needs your 
help in order to be able to pursuit 
its publication. 

SUBSCRIBE 
Send 10 dollars to: 

Disarmament Times 
777 United Nations Plaza Room 

7B 
New York, NY 10017 USA 



 

  

 
 
 
There have been repeated requests 
in years past to have Servas get 
more involved in Eastern Europe, 
and that we should seek a 
dialogue with socialist 
countries; aimed at spreading our 
host-traveler system there. Since 
my election as European 
Coordinator in 1976, I have 
conducted an extensive correspon-
dance with Servas friends in all 
Eastern European Countries, and 
have traveled to Poland, Hungary, 
CSSR, and Romania to meet them 
personally.There have been ups 
and doves in our 
exoectations, with hopeful ef- 
orts of getting Servas branches 
established, and great 
disappointments mainly connected 
with the political situation. 
In Eastern Europe, to be legal, 
all organizations have to get 
registered and be subjected to 
control. A regulation stipulates 
that any meeting counting more 
than 9 persons requires an 
authorization, (delivered to 
registered organizations only). 
Servas is therefore able to 
spread at a grassroot level, only 
up to a certain extent. Meeting 
in private homes is difficult as 
there is a serious housing 
problem everywhere, especially in 
the cities,as most living rooms 
are very small. As long as there 
are only from 1 to 4 friends in 
any socialist country (e.g. CSSR, 
Bulgaria, Germania) there is no 
need for registration. But as 
soon as more members are 
involved, registration is 
required. Why is it so difficult 
to get Servas registered in 
Socialist Countries? The main 
reason is that Servas calls 
itself a non-governmental peace 
organization. 
As a simple travel-and-friendship 
organization, it might be easier 
to get legalization. Servas 
members in Hungary told me that 
the present governmental policy 
of any Socialist Country w4s a 
peace policy; only state 
controlled peace groups are 
allowed, and all those who found 
or belong to other peace 
organizations and organize ac-
tivities, are regarded as sub-
versive elements, acting against 
the state. The authorities 
obviously won't recognize 
the fact that Servas has a non- 
governmental and non-partisan 
vocation. 
So far two Servas national 
branches have tried in vain to 
get Servas registered: Poland and 
Hungary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1977 Servas Poland applied for 
registration. This request was 
rejected with the explanation 

that `here was no need for such an 
organization, as there were enough 
other institutions to take care of 
foreign travelers. This meant the 
official end of all Servas 
activities in 1979 (while it 
continued to function on the basis 
of friend-to-friend visits). 

With Hungary opening up to the 
West in 1980 it was possible to 
have two TV interviews concerning 
Servas. The result was 
overwhelming. The number of Servas 
hosts and travelers in-creased 
enormously as many Hungarians 
realized that with Servas, 
traveling to the West would become 
possible at last. They wanted to 
overcome their past seclusion and 
Servas opened the door to the 
world for them. They eagerly 
grasped the opportunities offered 
by Servas as the money 
restrictions made it - as it still 
does today -very difficult to 
travel abroad. Only every three 
year's can a Hungarian exchange a 
limited amount of money into a 
Western currency, about 200 $, and 
this, provided that his employer 
grants him travel leave. 

In April 1981, the Hungarian Servas 
members created a committee, drew 
up its statutes and proceeded to 
apply to the authorities for 
registration. For two and a half 
years, they only got silence as an 
answer. As the number of hosts and 
travelers grew considerably, in 
1982 and 1983, even though a 
careful check was kept on the 
organization's development, and as 
there was no possibility of having 
member meetings, the Servas
 committee felt compelled to 
write to the auth& ties re-questing 
an answer to their 1981 
application. It Was unfortunate 
that this coincided with the 
failure of the disarmament talks in 
Geneva, resulting in the 
installation of the new missiles on 
West European soil. 

 
On November 25th, 1983,the answer 
came, Servas Hungary was 
prohibited. All activities were to 
stop, and non-observance of this 
decision would be punished with 
from 1 to 3 years imprisonment. The 
authorities argued that Servas 
members had carried on an "illegal 
economic activity" hosting 
foreigners free of charge and thus 
violating the currency  control 
regulations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Devlopment failures deviate into 
racist issues, 

* * * 
* * * 
* * * 
* * * 
* * * 
 

means that Servas visitors failed 
to exchange foreign currencies to
 pay for hotel and 
restaurant bills, thus causing 
serious financial losses to the 
country. 
For the time being, Servas tra-
velers and letters cannot be sent 
to Hungary. The last Hungarian 
host list including 182 addresses 
is no longer valid as many hosts 
will certainly not care to be 
involved in illegal activities. 
Travelers cannot be referred to 
the committee members for help. 
But our active friends are 
optimistic, they trust that the 
system can be rehabilitated on a 
smaller and more personal 
fashion. The hope that the world 
political situation will 
eventually improve, and that  
they will get another chance to 
apply and convince the 
authorities that Servas is just 
what is needed at the time when a 
better understanding between 
peoples is essential. 
For the time being, Servas 
travelers and letters cannot be 
sent to Hungary. The last 
Hungarian host list including 
182 addresses is no longer valid 
as many hosts will certainly not 
care to be involved in illegal 
activities. Travelers cannot be 
referred to the committee 
members for help.  
ve friends are optimistic, they 
trust that the system can be 
rehabilitated on a smaller and 
more personal fashion. The hope 
that the world political 
situation will eventually 
improve and that they will get 
another chance to apply and 
convince 
authorities that Servas is 
just what is needed at the time 
when a better understanding 
between peoples is essential. 
Pastor Konrad LUbbert, former 
S.I. peace secretary, Servas 
Sponsor and German chairman of 
the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, confirms that 
non-governmental peace groups in 
socialist  countries undergo  
great difficulties at the 
moment, and that their 
activities are dramatically 
reduced. He thinks that the 
socialist authorities fear 
possible developments similar to 
those which took place in 
Poland. He admits to under-
standing that socialist govern-
ments feel threatened by the new 
missiles in Western Europe and 
consequently suppress all peace 
movements which have developed 
in the hope of a "Spring° 
Actually "Winter" is coming in 
its place. 

SERVAS AND THE DIFFICULTIES 
ENCOUNTERED IN EASTERN EUROPE 
by Antonie F r i e d  (Eu rope .Co ord .  )  



 

In Pastor Lubbert’s opinion, it 
will take a long time to 
convince them that we do not 
wish to undermine their 
political system with our peace 
work. We should aim at 
inspiring confidence and make 
them believe that non-
governmental and only 
interested in human contacts 
and in a dialogue between 
people from different 
countries, and that our peace 
efforts do not threaten anyone, 
but on the contrary help to 
overcome distrust and will help 
mankind to survive. He is 
optimistic that “Spring” will 
come again and that the only 
other alternative: a holocaust 
can be avoided. 
 

Servas has been good to me! 
By Joseph Lieberman* 
 
Joseph Liebermann is 34 years old. 
Having lived in Australia, America and in 
various other countries, he is an 
internationalist. He teaches English as a 
foreign or second language. In 1979 he 
established an international clearing 
house for information related to worldwide 
employment in this field. All Servas 
members are welcome to contact this 
organization (English Educational 
Services International, EESI, 130, 
Massachusetts Ave., Boston USA, if they 
have an interest in professional teaching 
of the English language. 
Joseph has been a Servas traveller for a 
number of years. He is an occasional 
writer in the “Boston Globe” and in other 
newspapers. 

As SIN is well aware, the tie 
that connects all Servas 
members is rational desire for 
world peace and disarmament. 
While all of us may agree on 
the generality, naturally there 
is a wide divergence of views 
on the means to this end. With 
this in mind, I Would like to 
share a few simple thoughts 
which perhaps have been often 
overlooked because of their 
very basicness. 

First the most basic question we 
can ask of any enterprise is who 
benefits and who loses? Winners: 
obviously the armament 
producers, the industry itself, 
the government the stockholders 
and even the workers and 
transporters connected with it. 
Who promotes these arms 
products? The answer may not be 
immediately obvious. Next, why 
are they promoted? At what level 
is there any moral decision 
involved… does it start with the 
assembly line worker who only 
wishes to keep his job and feed 
his family? Or is the decision 
as to the purpose and a degree 
of weapons up to a material 
level within the weapon 
industry? It appears that only 
if an individual promotes the 
use of its product , does it 
violate the morality which most 
of the world would consider 
“standard” 
 
Who are the “losers”: Clearly 
the individuals harmed in any 
way by these weapons…unarmed 
civilians, soldiers, following 
orders and what their 
consciences have told them is 
“right” (maybe), and by ripple 
effect, everything and everyone 
who is in contact, physically or 
mentally, with the end result of 
any weapon… some sort of 
destruction. In this way a 
single bullet can affect 
millions of lives. These 
examples unfortunately are too 
numerous to mention. 
 
The armament producers earn 
money, profits, prestige; those 
at the receiving end lose lives, 
health, property etc. Although 
it is the “business” of military 
men, ostensibility, preserve 
peace, might there be of those 
as well whose temptation is to 
keep their job? Those who have 
risen to a place of status 
within the military must be 
tempted not merely to keep, but 
to increase their power, 
prestige, salary, and outside 
funding to spend on pet 
projects. Like an executive in a 
soap company, or any other 
industry, they must also 
convince the public and the 
government that what they are 
selling is a “necessity”. Their 
product is National Security 
(defense with additional means 
to “retaliate”). 
How does the military continue 
to increase its power, wealth 
etc.? Clearly there must be 
something to arm against, and 
given the ironies of human 
nature, there always is. 
Occasionally, these people 
manage to gain national 
political power. Hitler and 
Mussolini not only destroyed the 
world of their own generation, 
but set back the cause of world 
peace at least a century, coming 
as they did on the heels of 
Woodrow Wilson and the first 
formation of the League of 
Nations. Because they 
demonstrated the power that may 
still be accumulated 

for aggression by a selfish 
minority even in the middle 
of the modern twentieth 
century, the fear and 
destruction of human trust 
they created, far outlasted 
their lives. 

Those of us have gone out to 
meet the “enemy” found no one 
there but ordinary people 
like themselves. The “enemy” 
is seldom an individual, but 
usually rather a group 
described in less than human 
terms. Every propagandist 
knows that. 

Thanks to organizations such 
as SERVAS, and to medias such 
as film, television, and 
cheap air travel, the world 
has became a more intimate 
place. Inevitably, the 
balance should shift tour 
side, away from the concept 
of the necessity of the 
“enemies” towards one of a 
world family. 

Yet every conflict, no matter 
how small, is keeping our 
families apart. Finally, we, 
ourselves, are to blame, not 
only for electing poor 
leaders, or remaining silent 
in the face of moral wrongs, 
but by any personal action in 
which we diminish the pride 
of self respect of our 
neighbors, no matter how sure 
we are to be in the right. 

I am not blind to the fact 
that greed for money and 
power does motivate many 
individuals beyond any 
morality than the one of 
personal gain. In the end, 
none of us can escape the 
fact that we must be brothers 
and sisters under the total 
equality of death. Now if we 
can attain the same thing 
while in life, we will have 
accomplished something. 

 

FROM OTHER PEACE-
ORGANIZATIONS 
THE DANISH GRASSROOT MOVEMENT 
publish a newsletter entitled 
“NO TO NUCLEAR WEAPONS”. Its 
international edition in 
english provides an exciting 
and stimulating report of all 
the buoyant programs 
sponsored by peace 
organizations in Denmark. For 
Information write to: NO TO 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS, Droningsgade 
14 DK 1420, Copenhagen. 

 

PAX CHRISTI 
This year, the “Education for 
Peace” Prize, bestowed by the 
UNESCO, has been awarded to 
PAx Christi. 
This organization was founded 
in 1945 by a small group of 
French and German catholics, 
who, united in prayer, 
intended to prepare the 
reconciliation of two 
countries. By 19850, the 
movement won recognition from 
the church. 



 

Gradually its spectrum of goals 
and activities widened conside-
rably. Today, Pax Christi is 
present in 35 countries. Its 
actions have multiplied and 
conducted in a dynamic fashion, 
in the fields of education for 
Peace, Human Rights, North-South 
Dialogue and Social Justice. It 
organizes local, national and 
international workshops and 
meetings where people of various 
creeds and beliefs can exchange 
ideas and experiences, and in 
turn, spread public awareness of 
the main peace-related themes. 
Pax Christi aims at promoting 
initiatives that are as concrete 
as possible in order to draw 
people towards peace. 

HUMAN RIGHTS CONVENTION 
AGAINST TORTURE 
Last December 10th saw the 35th 
anniversary of the Human Rights 
Convention. Yet it seems that these 
fundamental rights have never been 
as widely disregarded as they are 
today. 

While the international community -
increases its efforts towards 
creating a more efficient juridical 
instrument capable of achieving 
better protection of the 
individual, at the United Nations, 
an action towards the signing of a 
treaty against torture has been 
undertaken. But while, everyone 
prefers solemn declarations as to 
being opposed to any kind of 
torture, matters change radically 
when approaching the level of 
elaboration of the texts and 
verification and control 
procedures. Fascist governments, be 
it from the extreme right or from 
the extreme left, tend to have 
things drag, and in fact, block the 
conclusion of a treaty to which 
they do not seem to be ready to 
conform. 
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ETUDES DIPLOMATIQUES. 

(cont. from SIN 19) 

Let us examine this problem of arms 
limitation such as it has been 
raised in recent pro-positions, so 
hotly challenged by both the 
governments and the press: The 
advantages are only too easy to 
recall: reduction of public and 
private expenses, obliteration of a 
ruinous as well as illogic system 
of "armed Peace". It is use-less to 
enlarge upon it. It is the very 
simplicity of this concept which 
ensures its validity. A child would 
agree with Mr. Stead: That which is 
cost.- 

Hence the proposal of a European 
convention, to be, concluded at the Council 
of Europe. It could serve as an example, and 
become universal. This project was based on 
the initiative of Jean Jacques Gautier, a 
Swiss lawyer. The recommendation to have 
the ministers adopt this convention was 
vcted unanimously by the members of the 
Council of Europe last September. 
The convention would include, amongst 
other items, the creation of a commission, 
made up of five personalities acting 
individually. It would be entitled to visit and 
inspect any center of detention 
without prior notice, to consult prisoners 
without witnesses. These prerogatives, would 
concern not only jails, but would be 
extended to interrogation sites and 
hospitals as well. 
Confidential reports would be drawn up and 
forwarded to the governments concerned. In 
case of non-observance of the recom-
mendations the commission would proceed 
to issue public declarations. 

It is now up to governments adopt this 
project. 

TRAVEL IN SOVIET UNION 
 

I s  i t  possible to travel by rented car in the 
USSR? 

Y E S, this is possible, we were told at Intourist. 

Every year, Intourist offers diversified trips in 
the USSR, some of them by car, meaning 
one's own or one rented from Intourist. 

o Intourist auto routes cover seven Soviet 
Republics – the Russian Federation, the 
Ukraine, Byelorussia, Estonia, Moldavia, 
Georgia , and Armenia. 
O Tourists can choose a route whose 
duration suits their tastes. Lovers of ancient 
Russian architecture can visit Yaroslav, 
Novgorod and the museum towns of 
Vladimir and Suzdal those who prefer 
exotic: places are advised to vi- 
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ly and difficult, is war; that which is easy 
and cheap, is Peace.” 
It is a matter of urgency, for the sake of the 
diplomatic body as for Pacifism itself, in 
short for the sake of public common sense, 
to ponder seriously as to the policy to be 
adopted, to adapt the new deck Lions to that 
which is desirable, which can be and which. 
should be. To commit. one-self only to get 
out of this commitment later, to sign only as 
not to honor, to use mental 

It is not without a feeling of loss 
that we announce the death of Pastor 
Martin Niemoller, aged 92, in Wiesba-
den, Germany. Pastor Niemoller was a 
long standing Servos friend and spon-
sor; as minister, he was foremost 
cleric at the highest lever. In the 
sixties he served as co-president to 
the Council of Churches for a number 
of years, and was so active in a vari-
ety of ecumenical related fields as to 
be called the ambassador of the German 
protestants. 
His service during World War 1 as naval 
officer did not prevent him from become a 
fervent pacifist, famous the world over for 
his refusal of compromises his outspoken 
honest integrity earned him years of 
detention in German concentration camps. 
In 1954, he was quoted as having said: 
"Personally, i could not imagine a situation 
in which I would ask: my Lord, what do 
you want me to do?  And our Lord would 
reply: drop an atomic bomb. 
 
sit Georgia, the land of high snow-capped 
mountains, green vineyards, and the 
azure sea. 

O If you choose this exciting way to 
travel, Intourist will offer you a Lada car to 
rent, with or without a driver. You only 
have to buy the service tour for the USSR 
cities on the route. 
O  If you have an international 
driving license, you can rent a car without 
a driver in such. USSR tourist centres as 
Moscow, Leningrad, Kiev, Lvov, Odessa 
and many others. A: pr: r your request, the 
car can be sent. to any border control 
point or town on an Intourist route. 
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
Wean Du unbedingt zanken willst, 

streite mit dem Wind. 
Japanish 
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restrictions and to use solemn rhetoric a 
serious offense which cannot be prolonged 
indefinitely. What is solely at stake an 
armament limitation within the framework 
of International agreements. To this 
proposition I shall formulate two radical 
objections: Foremost the one used by 
Bismark in his answer to Crispi: The 
impossibility of establishing a parity, an 
equivalence, or a balanced proportion 
amongst various nations at the level of 
defense. 
 

PASTOR NIEMOLLER



 

 
 
 

A word of gratitude…. 
 

WE are Servas Hosts and Deputy 
Secretaries in Rio De Janeiro, 
Brazil. In 1983 we were able to 
set out on a much desired trip 
to Europe, which meant a lot of 
effort & planning. We visited 
Southern Germany, Austria, 
Switzerland and France. 

Unfortunately, on the 5 th day 
of our dream we suffered a very 
serious car accident, were 
taken to hospital badly 
injured, and would have to come 
back home immediately… were it 
not for SERVAS!. 

Due to care and friendship of 
our hosts there, we slowly went 
on and on, receiving all the 
help and comfort thus being 
able to take advantage of our 
being there and not giving up 
the entire trip. 

We had to take car of, we could 
never have done it on own. So 
being responsible for your 
brothers, which in SERVAS 
ideology, also means never 
being alone. 

We ant to state here our 
gratitude for the unlimited 
help and hospitality to all our 
wonderful friends. 

Olga and Oswald Vigna, Rio de 
Janeiro 

Note of the editors: We want to 
convey our admiration for the 
fashion in which the authors of 
this letter in their bruised 
state choose to pursue their 
journey. 

 

FRANCE: The French National 
meeting took place on October 9 
th 1983, in Paris, with Antonie 
Fried, our European 
Coordinator, as a guest. 

 

Italy: 

Local Servas Italian meetings 
have taken place in the regions 
of Padua, Lombardy, Emilia, 
Rome and Turin. 

Some Italian hosts, often 
having teen age children of 
their own, are willing to 
extend their hospitality – not 
within the Servas framework but 
on a private basis – to young 
people under 18 years of age. 
For further information, please 
contact the Italian Secretary 
Luigi Uslenghi. 

As of this year, the 
association “Palermo ospita” a 
day host in Italy, offers the 
possibility of an exchange of 
hospitality for young people 
form 15 to 25 years. For 
information write to 

 
Palermo Ospita 
Via Tunisi, 4 
90138 – Palermo Italy 

 
 
 
 
SWITZERLAND: 
 
Three local Servas meetings have 
taken place in November and 
December 1983: Bausanne, Bern and 
Zurich. We plan to continue with 
local meetings rather than one 
national gathering. 
 
 
 
 
From our General Secretary: 
 
I forgot to remind you that 
SERVAS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
decided to recommend to all 
Secretaries and Contacts that the 
Hosts-Lists should include, where 
appropriate, listings of 
opportunities for exchange visits 
with Servas hosts, beyond 2 or 3 
days, with volunteer work 
opportunities. 
 
 

Ooooooooooooooooooooooo
ooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

Join  - Donate 
! 

 
Join the several thousand Servas 

hosts and travelers worldwide, whose 
friendships can perhaps help to hold 
the fragile world together. 

Check one or both of the boxes; 
enclose a donation if possible, and a 
long envelope addressed to yourself 
and mail the form. 
• I am not now a member of 

Servas, but I am interested in 
the organization. Please send 
me information including the 
name and address of 
someone who can tell me 
more about Servas in my part 
of the world. 

• To help Servas in its efforts 
toward peace and 
understanding, I enclose e 
donation. 

Servas International News appears 
two times a year. Please send, if 
possible $ 5 or the equivalent to 
cover printing and postage. To 
Servas hosts, SIN is sent ree 
(Donations welocome). 
Money order or Check to: 
Servas International News 
Ceresstr. 23, CH-8008 Zurich 
Switzerland 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Wishful thinking 
Travelers who arrive ay hosts 
houses disregarding the advance 
notice such as indicated by the 
host in the listing, should not 
be accepted as this shows a lack 
of consideration which sometimes 
results n tense situation and 
host resignation. 
WE are positive, that all 
travelers will consider this in 
the future. 
It is with pleasure, that we 
received a considerable number of 
letters from appreciative 
readers. We are every thankful 
for any suggestion or 
constructive criticism as to 
SIN’s content and form. Due to 
our compressed time table we are 
not able to answer each letter 
personally. 
We give you hereafter a choice of 
extracts from some letters we 
received. 
 
The Editors 
 
As a Servas host and traveler I 
want to congratulate for the new 
SIN. Being a Servas host or 
traveler is not enjoying a 
privilege, but choosing a 
commitment toward dialogue and 
friendship. 
Cristina Eghenter, Trento/Italy 
 
Congratulation for your 
remarkable efforts with SIN. 
First of all please convey my 
heartiest congratulation to Mr. 
Tom Aston. I really appreciate 
his views. Really one has to 
think and analyze ourselves.  
Manoj Sharma, Jaipur, India 
 
My husband and I have been Servas 
hosts since 1972 and only two 
young men from Germany 
disappointed us. We were lucky to 
be able to travel to New Zealand, 
Australia and Fiji Islands in 
1982. 
Our trip and the time we spent as 
form home was a learning and 
rewarding experience for us. 
Then I read in SIN that we as 
Americans are put in a very 
uncomplimentary category by Tom 
Aston. I am proud to be an 
American. Mr Aston should not be 
so quick to judge all by the few 
he evidently came in contact 
with. 
WE, as farmers, know all about 
hard work, limited incomes, but 
have outstanding American Heitage 
of opening their hearts and homes 
to all fellow men and women. 
Darlene J.Hill, Baraboo, USA 
 
I was very glad to receive the 
new SIN and I like it. But I must 
pay your attention to the 
conference held in Nahariya. 
There were many other 
participants during the 
conference…  
Deny Bar, Hashaon, Israel 
(Sorry but we could not mention 
every single person.WE thanked 
them collectively and count on 
their comprehension) 
The Editors 


