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(Summary  of each Conference Day & Delegate comments.)

.

PRE-CONFERENCE: Nobel Prize Scientist addresses Servas audience

Thursday 3rd Sept’ 7pm “It was really gr8, inspiring & stimulating – you didn’t hear it? You missed a treat!

 “Professor Pablo Canziani, an Argentinean physicist, who was part of the research team that shared the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize with Al Gore, spoke to 60 people from 41 countries gathered for a pre-Servas General Assembly event in Buenos Aires. 

Gary Sealey, President of Servas International, introduced Professor Canziani to the gathering. Servas is now 60-years old. It was the first and pioneering peace organization to work through promoting contacts, understanding and exchanges between peoples in all countries in the world. Servas now has national groups in 100 countries and around 15,000 members worldwide. Servas has included a concern for the environment as one of its platforms.

Professor Canziani wished to share his concerns over environmental degradation, erosion of the ozone layer, decreases in bio-diversity, deforestation, desertification and the crisis in water that are occurring at a global level. In out current situation one plus one never equals two. Of all the sources of global warming three stand out from the perspective of Argentina: deforestation; improper land use; and energy production. These three can easily be reversed, but require a concerted effort at both the individual, community and state levels. 

The current crisis is of such a magnitude that the state should be subsidizing people not to cut down forests. It is important to recognize that reforestation must include programmes of replanting of indigenous trees. For example, in Argentina the Australian eucalyptus has been planted, but is destructive of the environment, both in its consumption of water and the way eucalyptus produces greenhouse gases and reflects the sun. Our earth is a living organism so the way we farm, the ways in which we generate electricity have consequences. In Argentina the grasslands also capture CO2. In fact the production of Argentinean beef is sounder and more environmentally friendly then practices in Europe and North Americanin which ntensive, battery type farming of cattle takes place. 

When a whole ecosystem is destroyed, as has been happening to tropical rainforests, it has consequences that go beyond the local area. Argentinean rainfalls come from the Brazilian rainforests. Their destruction will alter the rainfalls available for Argentina. In Brazil the loss of the forest canopy has resulted in rising temperatures, increased drought, flooding and other consequences of an un-stabilized ecosystem. The loss of biodiversity also results in the loss of knowledge. 

Professor Canziani noted how the Incas grew a variety of cottons that naturally had different colours, from brown, red, ochre and black, but the colonizers preferred white cotton and the others vanished. Such losses are normally irreversible (and have been occurring worldwide), but from seeds buried with ancient mummies in the Peruvian desert scientists are no resurrecting the lost species of cotton. 

In the end a natural resource is destroyed with no real gain, as in Africa levels of poverty, disease and violence have continued and offset the supposed gains called “development”. The quality of life and standard of living in most of Africa as recorded by the UNDP is lower today than in 1970s. From Professor Canziani’s view point people need to begin to change the way they live. Greater reliance on solar power, even generating electricity from solar and wind power that is sold into the national grids will help. This is already happening in parts of Europe. People need to be aware of the links between society, the economy and the environment. These are the three legs of the stool of life that must be supported equally or it collapses. 

Action is possible. It begins with the extended family. Then heightened awareness, followed by education and community involvement. At the society level taxes and subsidies can be used to support positive action and decrease bad practices. Research is required to evaluate real costs (for example the impact on society and the environment if a railway system is closed) and to promote new solutions (not just solar power for a household, but solar power that adds to national grids). The threat by the European Union not to purchase products from Brazil unless deforestation ceased has finally had an impact on Brazil. We must constantly seek the truth about what is happening.

Servas is a network, and the changes required to reverse global warming will occur through the concerted efforts of a multitude of networks across the globe.  

By Sheldon G. Weeks 04-09-09
<weekssg@rocketmail.com>

Travelling around the argentina after the conference?

Need information or a travel partner? We can sort it out for you!  Be Sure to contact the journos during the day!

‘Speaking Arhuaca’

‘Seykwaningumu.  Servari mgwi dikin riwari zweykwa ey awga ni.’  (Arhuaca)

‘Servas busca la unidad social’ (Spanish)

Servas looks forward to social unity. (English)

Javier Torres Solis - Columbia

$ FUNDED PLACES $

Big thanks to those countries who donated funds through which some delegates airfares were paid. Without your generosity many would not be able to attend and our meeting would be poorer for it and not so culturally diverse.  Demelza Benbow – Malawi.

REMEMBER  this newsletter is YOURS.  It covers what happened at the conference the day before and items of interest from delegates. Pieces, poems, sketches, items for inclusion should be put into the ‘Daily Newsletter’ envelope or given directly to the newsletter team: Demelza – Malawi, John-Hopkins & Moses – Uganda,  Clare – Zambia, Jan - Poland.

MY FIRST TIME AT A SERVAS EVENT

So far its much better than I expected.  I am very happy to be meeting so many new people.  I only joined Servas a month ago and its great to be able to be part of an NGO that helps people to connect with other cultures. It is a very rich experience for anyone. Out of interest I started a group called “Latinas Uni-dos’’ which links people to other new cultures, I hope that somehow I can get Servas linked with it.  If interested contact: Elsa - USA.

Please remember to leave the key at the desk.  No one wants to left out in the cold! Help us to help you.  - The Team (aka Jerry McGuire wannabies)

Do you have any information about the Irish Easter Rising or The Troubles? Are you willing to share your knowledge? Do you want to help a desperate college student?  If YES contact Almery from the Translation Team.  

‘Each area should be funded equally.’Ramesh -India

‘The registration was difficult!’ Michael - Norway’

Great experience!  Moses – Uganda

“Un Encuentro espectactular! Abre tu mente de verdant, te permite conocer el mundo un poco mas.” Ivan – Columbia

“It was a great experience to enjoy a FIRST in fact, 2 firsts – a train ride and água con gas’ (water with gas) that we introduced to John-Hopkins from Uganda. It was fun to see his face as he tried them out!”          Diana – Singapore.

“Trust in the goodness of humans, its worth the risk!’ 

Hugging feels nice too!  Smile - be beautiful!     Demelza –Malawi.

Nice place, great meeting. I am so glad to see you everybody.  Thungchai – Thailand.

Greetings from Jong Soo, Kim from

South Korea Servas@Korea.com
We know that organising an event like this took a lot of effort but we have to start earlier with the organising of it next time and have plan B and C for any unforeseen eventualites.  Waiting too long to hear what the next steps are and getting the documents needed was very frustrating.  We are doing ok but don’t always get it right, we mustn’t get upset but strive for better and keep going further in peace. Lidia - Suriname

HOLA, NEW FRIENDS, OLD FRIENDS. LETS PEACE! Sally Lee – Malaysia.  

Baggage tagged!

Jet lagged!

Butextremely GLAD.

Hola Argentina!

Noreen Mirza – Pakistan.

We are really happy about the fact that 10 people from France are attending this GA including the former and the current Secretary. 

Jerome DOSSI – from the Happy France Group!

Perhaps I should complain but I will not. Mirek -Servas Poland

Muchias Gracias por la habitacion!  Grant - USA.

If you any dieting issues be sure to tell the hotel staff what you are unable to eat.  Then they will make an alternative meal.  ONLY for people with medical problems e.g.diabetic   RCT STAFF

‘How big and how small is the world? How far and how close are our friends?”  We have come togther from very different parts of the world for a week of learning and enjoyment. Let us make the most of tit and take the best out of us in the name of PEACE.  It will be short for me this time but I couldn’t have missed tehis wonderful chance to see my old friends and meet some new ones.  Until the next GA, have  wonderful conference (I cant stay I have to go and teach!). In peace and true friendship’  Marisa Servas Uruguay mcontini@adinet.com.uy
The reason why I joined Servas was to be indulged in the process of creating peace and active in the effort to eradicate hatred, prejudice and war from the world.  From my standpoint Servas International is performing its role at its best.  Good luck for the future the current tour in Argentina The platform of Servas is really a fantastic experience.  I am loving it.  Mohammed AMJAD Secretary for Information Pakistan.  

Oh my! We are here! Lets have some fun together too. 

XL Mr Martin Auskanada.

 Si tuviera un mapa del mundo y marcara los paises de la gente que conoci, seguramente tendria marcas en todos los continentes y si detras de todo esto se luchara mas fuertemente por la paz, no me cabe duda que vamos por buen camino. 
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