SERVAS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 2009 

MAR DEL PLATA - ARGENTINA


[image: image1.png]



DAILY NEWSLETTER DAY ( 7/09/09
(Summary ( of each Conference Day & Delegate (comments.)
.
CONFERENCE SUMMARY – SUNDAY 6TH Sept’ 

Draft agenda (in the form a conference binder - Kit for Success) was handed out to all delegates after breakfast.

SI President gary Sealey opened the  2009 SI GA. He asked EXCO and the Argentinean organising committee to stand and thanked all the delegates for all their work.  Delegates were to become familiar with the agenda which will be approved tomorrow.  The general secretary (Pramod Kumar) introduced the following recording secretaries/minute takers who were approved: Sylvia Krogh, Phyllis Chinn, Daryl Chinn, Elizabeth Sebestyen, Dot Fine, Judith Shotten, Marijke Batenburg, Bette Allekotte, Magi Diaz, Diaz. The schedule was posted up and each recorder was asked to sign up for the sessions they were willing to do. The translators, (part of the Youth Team) were introduced. They were: Magi Diaz Diaz, Mariano Moreno, Almery Tessarolo, Carla Massolini, Leandro Bohnhoff and Aneris Cao. The following conference moderators were also introduced: Chris Jones, Julie Dotsh and Cinthia Amor.  Gary gave a brief history of Servas after World War II. 
A warm up exercise saw delegates coming into a circle to swapping badges and re-finding each other in silence – that was hardest!  

Martin Krajcik conducted a peace workshop. We divided into 4 groups which each discussed ‘significant moments in our lives’ in subgroups of 3-4, then presented back to the 4 groups and to everyone the key findings. Then the 4 groups explored scenarios which touched on prejudices and social attitudes.
After lunch delegates were asked to work on advertising their country and making posters/country displays.  Then everyone was called back and those displays presented to everyone before coffee.  

Chris Jones and Almery (translator) introduced the delegates to correct voting procedure by following a role play scenario – the board was not moved to the right or left in the end!  Then dinner for the hungry.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
On friday afternoon, we visited ESMA, the Centro Clandestino de Detencion, Tortura y Desaparicion during the military dictatorship (1976-83), one of more than 600 centres in Argentina. An estimated 5,000 people passed through here. This was a systematic political, economic and social project, implemented by force, with high levels of repression. Informations about this, has been obtained form former detainee survivors. From the military, only a conspiracy of silence. There are no available records or archives. This was state terrorism, a programme of dehumanisation carried out with arbitrary logic. The clear objective was to destroy any political opposition to the junta. The visit was very moving. We could feel the misery of the desaparecidos. I was pleased to be able to pay my respects. Jean Seymour, Britain
Fue dificil llegar a la punta del mapa, pero estamos felices de haber llegado.  David and Raquel – Honduras

Activities for non-delegates: Do you want to play bridge, chess checkers, pool, ping-pong, volleyball, paddleball, soccer(football), swimming, trivial pursuit etc? If YES then Contact: Bette Allekotte – USA.
GET TO KNOW THE TRANSLATION TEAM
The translation team would like to introduce themselves, so that should you need our services, you know who to contact:

( Mariano Moreno (Spanish – English – german) ( Almery Tessarolo (Spanish – English) ( Magiari Diaz Diaz  (Spanish – English – French) ( Aneris Cao (Spanish – English – French)  (  Leandro Bohnhoff (Spanish – English)

Both the translation team and the Servas Youth team are really excited to be part of the GA 2009. Please, do let us know if you need our services. We will be more than happy to help!  Just find us and ask us – we are there for YOU!
Servas Youth workshops      Smaller conference room/2 be advised.
( Monday Sept. 7th 2 pm to 4 pm     AND    4.30 pm to 5.30 pm 

( Wednesday Sept. 9th 4.30 pm to 5.30 pm

If you are not ‘YOUTH’ but you want to attend – great – come! join us you - your presence is welcome at our workshops!     Pablo
 SERVAS 2009 T-SHIRTS
These are on sale: sorry for any confusion about the price Euro 10, US$15, S60pesos, This is a fundraiser for Servas.  If you cannot afford this the price is S20pesos. It was mistakenly advertised as S20pesos for Latin Americans but it is not a question of where you are from but rather one of relative wealth.  Thanks for your co-operation.  Dot Fine – Ireland.
Las T-shirts estan en venta: Lamentamos alguna confusión por el precio. 10 Euros, U$D15, 60 pesos. Esto es con la finalidad de juntar fondos para Servas. Si usted no puede pagar este precio poda pagar 20 pesos. Hemos informado equivocadamente un precio de 20 pesos Lara los Latinoamericanos pero no es cuestión de donde usted proviene pero si de sus posibilidades económicas. Gracias por su colaboración. Dot. Fine – Irlanda
The speciality ‘dulce de lechi’ is very good, fine, sweet, and we recommend it for the treatment of the flu, if there is flu during our GA.  Sylvaine – France.

As a first time atendee, i have found the initial role play at voting hillarious  but i have learnt!! Jessica - New Zealand.
Three cheers for Martin for the excellent role playing this morning.  You really were good!    Judy – Israel
Wonderful to meet you all in the ‘sea of silver’.  Voting is on giving now!  Hope the best decisions will be made. Remember voters you have an important job to get done – vote well.   Kim – South Korea.

Rules are made by the powerful but the others can use rules to defend themselves and to make sure the rules apply to everyone equally.  Grant – USA.
Moses (from Uganda) I am so glad you are here sharing this experience and visiting my country.  Welcome and enjoy it and take home super memories.  Cynthia – Argentina.
We tried out a new Servas Peace course. As a result Servas delegates told moving & sometimes quite dramatic stories about their lives, loves, grief, joy and spiritual reflection.  We met new friends, laughed & cried.’  Gary – Canada
 “Tuesday Evening (FILM at 8:30 pm - Look for the room! 

“Taking Root: The Vision of Wangari Maathai” won the 2008 Human Rights Award at the Durban Film Festival; the HotDocs Festival in Toronto, Canada, “Audience Award”; and the Full Frame “Women in Leadership Award” at the Documentary Film Festival..These film covers the work of Kenyan, Wangari Muta Maathai, who was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for her efforts to conserve the environment.
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