SERVAS  MALAWI

NEWSLETTER 13.
“Welcome to our THIRTEENTH Servas Malawi Newsletter”
June  2005  This newsletter is 'YOURS', so do PLEASE send any articles, ideas or stories to D Benbow P.O.Box 211, Blantyre, Malawi.

(   MEMBER ACTIVITY/NEWS  ( 
Report by: Demelza LEWIS

( Welcome to new Blantyre & Thyolo members.  More next newsletter.
WANT TO LEARN TO DANCE SALSA?
FREE CLASSES    Have fun! Tuesday nights at Capinero’s in Blantyre _- Just come – 7pm – (Ben is the teacher.)
( UP  COMING  GET TOGETHERS  (
(     (     (     (     (     (
( BATA SHOE VISIT – 24thJune Friday.
Have you every wondered how shoes are made?
Meet Petroda clocktower – Blantyre 2.30 for 3pm tour. Phone for pickup. Be punctual!

NEXT MEETING

Day: Saturday 29th Oct’
Time: 1500 prompt ! ! **Venue**  ►Caroline & Marcel’s House in Bangwe. Ring 01-655682 or 08-837734 for directions + bring a dish!

PAST GET TOGETHER  UPDATE
( LEOPARD MATCH FACTORY 

Report by Saulo Phiri - Friday 13th May.
I, Mary, Demelza, little Czèskha and baby Sichella left home at 2.30 – found no one at Petroda and went onto the Leopard Match factory.  Gift (supervisor) wizzed us off to an area where wood from Michiru, Zomba & Mulanje Leopard-Match-planted-forests where cut to size.  ‘Pine (is apparently) the only wood suitable for making matches’ although Gift had forgotten exactly why.  The logs were then cut to a specific size, boiled in vats (to remove the resin).  We entered the factory proper with its noisy busy Swedish-made machinery that looked like it would eat your finger or toe given a chance and watched the wet wood being cleverly sliced into  thin sheets and then 39cm sticks.  . I clung onto Sïchella just in case she made a bid for an escape toward the rotating blades.  What I found most interesting was seeing little sticks being dipped into the red phosphorus solution that you find on match sticks.   Then they wound thousands upon thousands of them back and forth along a heated conveyor belt  winding up into the ceiling, until they’d dried.  I found the visit much more interesting than I’d anticipated and was shocked at how fast the machinery worked.  It was way to noisy a place for me and I was surprised that such a well known company manages to produce a product in abundance from a relatively small factory with minimal staff.  Most of them seemed relaxed and  didn’t seem to mind us being shown around even   asking me silly questions like ‘where did you come from?  When I got home I checked in the bathroom mirror just in case I’d mutated into a tourist and not noticed!   It’s the kind of company marketing job I’d like - where, there’s no local competitors to get stressed and fight over, ahhhhhh in my dreams!
PHOTO:  Demelza (N/S) with Sichella next to the 1000 -match drying machine.
10th SERVAS

MALAWI MEETING
Thanks so very much to everyone.
We had a lively, varied meeting on 3pm Saturday 7th May 2004 with good attendance x12 + kids!  BIG THANKS to Silverio for minute taking and to everyone who came!
ATTENDING: Servas travellers from Reunion: Delphine HARTER and Myriam MICHEL.

AYISE visitors: Mervis Kachulu & Masato Tamada (Japan).
Malawi members: Demelza Gordon BENBOW, Clara & George CHIBATI, Eunice NYONDO, Marcel & Caroline CHISI, Mary BOLOWEZA, Charles DZAMALALA, Chris MISUKU, Silverio KAMWENDO x7 various kids!

APOLOGIES: Fred,. Ethel, Mavis, Sandy & Cornell, Marco & Edith, Jane, Zybion & Cecilia. 
   (…(  (
THANKS to Myriam & Delphine for delicious ‘Reunion punch’ (drink). AND Demelza & Ben for crisps, home-made banana cake, American-Brownies, pop corn, peanuts, flapjack – yum!
(    (    (    (    (
AGENDA       (Chair – DJAL)



       (Secretary: Silverio

( LAST MEETING MINUTES – DJAL

Newsletter No 11. was read out to the meeting. (Minutes proposed & accepted as an accurate account of the last meeting on 6th Nov’ 2004.
( MATTERS ARISING
( We still need hosts in Lilongwe everyone.
( Demelza is still not in receipt of her refund of airfare to /from Barcelona from Servas Internat.
( Demelza gave Eunice Newsletter No10 as she still has not received the one posted to her.
( Demelza reported she’d officially handed over co-ordination of the Southern Africa area to Sheldon WEEKES in Botswana – after 6 months  She is now deputy area -co-ordinator. 
NB:Her handover report is available on request.
Myriam reminded us that GenSec’ in Reunion is Gilbert (Demelza to add Gilbert, Delphine & Myriam to her Servas email list so they receive 
the minutes of this meeting &those in the future. (Charles to visit Lilongwe Iceland Embassy and invite volunteers to make contact with us.
( Plants and banana trees have been donated and planted into Namasimba CPL grounds.
( Demelza & George have not yet designed a questionnaire to assess people understanding of Servas post-interview.  ( To be done for next meeting.
( HOST LIST CHECK
20 hosts, Robyn & Paul, Charity, Natalie & Ludvig, Beatrice and Khwima removed/left.
( NAMASIMBA REPORT – George

A Servas Malawi group visited Namasimba on Saturday 11th December 2004 to paint the outside, cement up holes and provide brushes for future painting.  In March Demelza visited to donate a basket of toys and do some character painting on the outside walls  in April Demelza visited to donate educational posters e.g. ABC.  Mary (the director) was happy and thanked Servas Malawi.  This charity activity was suggested by Suzanita the GS of South Africa as an something Servas groups could do instead of just talking.   Demelza showed the meeting more posters that she is to present this Tuesday with Reunion Travellers Myriam & Delphine. This Servas CPL (community project link) is also good to show incoming travellers.
( FORTHCOMING SOCIAL EVENTS

( LEOPARD MATCH FACTORY – 13 May
Delhi+Ben, Chris, Masato, Mary, Clara+George
( NAMASIMBA FILM MORNING -14 May
Delhi, George, Mary, Marco+Edith, Saulo?
( BATA SHOE VISIT–Friday 3rd June 2pm.

Petroda clocktower.  Be punctual please!
Others places suggested to visit were: 

Dairy board – Malawi October ‘05?
Mapeto (David Whitehead & Sons). November?
Unilever SEA Malawi. December 2005?

**11,12,13 June: Mulanje -Sapitwa Attempt.
**18th June: 3 Peaks in Blantyre.

**Those interested phone Ben+Demelza ASAP.
( HISTORY OF SERVAS MALAWI

Demelza has put a brief history of Servas Malawi events & activity 1997-2005 together.

( Demelza to email to all Malawi members & Southern Africa Servas Groups.
( REUNION PRESENTATION

Myriam explained that the article on Malawi in the Servas International Newsletter No46 had prompted her & her daughter to make this visit.
Reunion is 200km from Mauritius and 700km from Madagascar.  It’s a small island about 90km long – a French Dept – (part of France) with a mixed African, Indian and European largely population.  They spoke about their trip to Zomba, Cape Maclear, and Mvuu camp in Liwonde park with George Chibati. 

( See Georges Report and Myriams letter later.
( ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Dancing! A group photo & a verbal reminder that membership fees are due again for 2005!
REMINDER: 500mk Membership fee covers:
(Printing of Malawi newsletter 2-3x a year.
(Printing of Servas International Newsletter.
(Postage of both above;  (Internet use; 

(Servas phone calls;       (Leaflet photocopies.
(Transport for those with limited means; 

(Computer/printing use; 

(Hosting meetings, food & drink.
(New members folder & pack; 

(Printing and laminating membership card;

(Producing and laminating Servas Splodges; 

(Developing photo’s & film of Servas meetings
(Producing/printing/posting Servas host list;

(One-off special payments e.g. Funeral.
Servas Malawi: Community Project Link

NAMASIMBA FILM MORNING Report by Saulo
( Film (
5x of us met +kids on Saturday May 14th. . ( 1st few Servas turned up, ( 2nd there was electricity problems at Namasimba – sparks flying from the roof, ( 3rd we couldn’t get the $2000 big screen projector to work!

In the end Demelza had to fast-drive home to fetch her TV, while Mary (the MD) moved the kids her to her house and they ate the kamba crisps, juice & popcorn Servas had brought.  
Eventually we showed the film LION KING instead.  Using the TV was in fact quite easy and we could do it again perhaps at Xmas if more Servas come and help Demelza that is!  Less talk and more action I think – the kids deserve our love & input.
(Written &(edited by George and Demelza.  Spelling mistakes are on purpose – try to spot them!

WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING IN MALAWI?

MY LIFE AS A TOURSIT GUIDE!
Report by George Chibati

If anything was an incentive to join Servas – then getting to travel with Myriam & Delphine around Malawi – was it!   As a Malawian of course I’d heard of the Liwonde Park and the lake – but never got there.  You know how it is – money is short and there are always other priorities – like school fees etc and travelling to expensive places, just-to-holiday, seems wasteful.  So when Demelza asked me if I’d time to drive and accompany Reunion travellers (I’d just got my driving license) I immediately said to myself  ‘YES –WHY NOT’.
It was a great trip and I was surprised by the Mvuu lodge – it really was a special place, tranquil with animals – hippos actually walking past your bed at night! 

On the safari boat trip and drive I learnt that we had many more unique birds in Malawi than I’d realised and wild animals. 

The roads were very good until after Mangochi (in the SS Rental hire car) and reaching the lake was wonderful as it was much more beautiful and lovely than I’d thought it would be.  We took a boat trip.
We should try to do a Servas Malawi Trip to Mvuu and the lake one time I think.
I am so pleased I was able to see it all and grateful to Servas and especially Myriam +Delphine for making it a possible for me! 
(  LETTERS  CORNER  (
OUR VISIT TO MALAWI
Considering the warm welcome from all 
the SERVAS members we met during 
our trip, Malawi is definitely “the warm heart of Africa”!

We were lucky to be able to take part in the 10th Servas Malawi meeting, one of Ben’s salsa classes, to visit a school and 2 orphanages, singing with the children, to fly to Mount Mulanje and to hike in this marvellous area with Masayo, a young Japanese woman, and Demelza carrying and feeding her adorable 3 month old baby. It was very special to stay in the hut up there, at 2000 metres of altitude, watching the stars at night before sleeping in front of the fireplace… It was so quiet until some eagles walking on the roof woke us up in the morning!

It has also been a treat to share a few days with George who drove us safely to Liwonde Park and to Cape Maclear on Lake Malawi, trying to avoid the many holes on the roads, but not the cobra which was crossing in front of our car! We stayed at Mvuu Lodge, a nice, comfortable place with a beautiful view on River Shire, especially at sunset. We had never seen so many hippos! One of them even stepped on a pipe next to our chalet so that there was no water left in the shower (  

We are very grateful to our hosts (Marcel & Caroline, Silverio & Jane, Marco & Edith and all their children), Demelza, Ben, George, Mary, and all the other people we met, for the wonderful time we spent in Malawi thanks to them.
Delphine and Myriam MICHEL (Hosts on Reunion and travellers to Malawi in May 2005.)
COUNTRY LINK CORNER

(Following the Barcelona Servas conference Malawi is now linked to Servas Iceland.  Here is some info about the country.)
I C E L A N D 

I have recently been contacted and informed there is a new national secretary and deputy in Servas Iceland and if you’d like to contact them their emails are:-\  N/S  Christorpher Morden, cjm@hi.is and his
         Deputy; Dorotee Lunecki at dorolu@ snerpa.is
Chris emailed me sometime ago . . . 
“We are a very small national group and are mostly day hosts.
Reykjavik is the most northerly capital in the world? Its name means ‘Smokey Bay’, after the steam clouds which rise from its geothermal springs.  The city, actually lies between the mountains and the sea.

Iceland has really got an extraordinary land -scape, a land of fire and ice with active geysers and bubbling mud polls alongside thundering waterfalls.  There are hump-backed whales to see off shore and the glaciers are amazing.
Did you know too that we have these ‘Northern Lights’ which make a breathtaking display to see, During the summer (June-August) we have long light days almost up to midnight can you imagine? In winter we get really cold – when is it cold in Malawi?”
SPELL CHECKER POEM

Eye halve a spelling chequer

It came with my pea sea

It plainly marques four my revue

Miss steaks eye kin knot sea.

Eye strike a key and type a word

And weight four it two say

Weather eye am wrong oar write

It shows me strait a weigh.

As soon as a mist ache is maid

It nose bee fore two long

And eye can put the error rite

Its rare lea ever wrong.

Eye have run this poem threw it

I am shore your pleased two no

Its letter perfect awl the weigh

My chequer tolled me sew.
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