Information for Servas International General Assembly (GA) 2009

September 5 – 12, 2009

Location: RCT Club Vacacional http://www.condodirect.com/travel/resortCode-RCO/showUnitTypes-false/destinationMode-true/details.resort near Mar Del Plata

Official web page: www.rct.com.ar
GA Agenda (cover page and index):  A copy of the meeting agenda is available at http://www.servas.org/siexco/index.php/Image:Cover_Page_and_Table_of_Contents2009.doc
Emergency Phone Numbers:

Once the group is at the hotel, you may phone and ask for someone from Servas Argentina at the GA. 

(0054-223) 464-2831 or (0054-223) 464-2834 from abroad

0223 464-2831 or 0223 464-2834 from outside Mar del Plata

464-2831 or 464-2834 from Mar del Plata

From September 4 – 13 you can also call Felix at the following number

From Mar del Plata: 011 15 5568 7446

From Buenos Aires 15 5568 7446

From abroad (0054) 911 5568 7446

NOTE: In Argentina when you call from a public phone or using long distance calling cards the receptor will also pay part of the call costs 

Food:

There will be coffee and snacks available when the bus arrives at the GA site.  All meals through (breakfast to Lunch) on September 12 will be provided by the RCT for conference attendees who are staying at the hotel. 

Is not allowed to camp at RCT but there are a camping place at 3km away. http://www.campingloshorneros.com
Note SI will charge a USD100 fee to those attendants staying at a different site and RCT will charge USD235 the whole week for food at the hotel.

So if you decided to stay out of RCT you will be paying USD335 for the fee and food (Breakfast, coffee break, lunch, coffee break and dinner)

There will be vegetarian (but not vegan) food choices available.
Transportation:

People will get to their host homes or the hotel on their own (see how to reach Buenos Aires below.

Transportation suggested www.tiendaleon.com.ar get off in Retiro or Aeroparque (Palermo) according to the host or hotel location you will be staying.

If latter, we will copy all the travel information from the joining directions page

Going to Mar del Plata:

Need place and time to meet?? To be defined soon when we pay the bus

Getting money:

Most transactions in Argentina are through cash.  We recommend you carry enough US dollars or euros for the expenses you expect.

Foreign visitors can withdraw: up to AR$300 per day (about U$S 80) up to AR $1000 per week (about U$S 267) at ATMs

The cost of each operation:   about U$S 6 

The clients of BBVA in Spain and USA can ask for an Express delivery up  to U$S 2500 per month, to any agency in Buenos Aires, and withdraw the  money using a code number.   Ask at the banks in your  own countries.  

Other ways, through agencies like Western Union, which charges about 10%.

Credit Cards,  MasterCard, American Express, Visa, u$s Travelers’ checks and Euro  Travelers’ checks accepted  u$s dollars and Euros Accepted. 

Note:  AR$ Peso Argentino 1 u$s = 3,80 AR$  Exchange rates at  www.xe.com  www.dolarhoy.com
You can change Euros or US$ to AR$ at some banks.  Charge for change will be less thanUSD1 no matter how much money you will change… if you change the money at exchange stores (Casas de cambio), normally they don’t charge anything.

Some banks would only change money for people who have accounts with them.) In this case you could to go to exchange stores or Banco Piano which is in the airport and in downtown on San Martín street.  Banco Nación is in the airport and also has several branches in the city.

Some adresess:

METROPOLIS CASA DE CAMBIO S.A.
FLORIDA 814
(1005) CAPITAL FEDERAL
Tel: (011) 4328-4155

METROPOLIS CASA DE CAMBIO S.A.
AV. CORRIENTES 3247 1° SUBSUELO LOCAL G0
(C1193AAE) CAPITAL FEDERAL
Tel: (011) 4959-3494

METROPOLIS CASA DE CAMBIO S.A.
FLORIDA 490
(C1005AAJ) CAPITAL FEDERAL
Tel: (011) 4328-4155

METROPOLIS CASA DE CAMBIO S.A.
QUINTANA 570
(C1129ABO) CAPITAL FEDERAL
Tel: (011) 4328-4155

ITALTUR S.A.
SARMIENTO 480
(1041) CAPITAL FEDERAL 
Tel: (011) 4394-1111

CASA DE CAMBIO MAGUITUR S.A.
SARMIENTO 464
(C1041AAJ) CAPITAL FEDERAL
Tel: (011) 4326-0260

CASA DE CAMBIO MAGUITUR S.A.
AV. CALLAO 1797
(C1024AAD) CAPITAL FEDERAL
Tel: (011) 4816-5893

GIOVINAZZO S.A.
SARMIENTO 463
(C1041AAI) CAPITAL FEDERAL
Tel: (011) 4329-3600

CAMBIO PERSEO S.A. BOLSA Y TURISMO
SAN MARTIN 386
(C1004AAH) CAPITAL FEDERAL
Tel: (011) 4326-7653
NEVER CHANGE MONEY ON THE STREET DESPITE THE FACT THEY SAY THEY PAY MORE

Being hosted in Buenos Aires:

The GA committee will arrange hosts for the nights of September 3 and 4 only for those participants who are registered for the GA as of August 7th or until we have assigned all available host homes with conference attendees.  For people who send their registration and fees after this, Servas Argentina will recommend some alternative accommodation.  Note that originally Servas Argentina was told to expect a small GA, up to 40 or 50 attendants.  Today we are expecting more than double this number.  We apologize for any inconvenience this causes.  

You will be sent information on who will host you by August the 15th.  You must have your current LOI with you to show to your host when you arrive.  You should also have a copy of your LOI that you can leave with your host.  If you are arriving before September 3, or plan to stay after the conference, it would be best to arrange to stay at a hotel.  Otherwise you must make your own arrangements with an Argentine host.  Remember that all the hosts who are available will already be involved with the GA and may not want to have extended visitors.  There are many apartments and hotels in different areas of Buenos Aires that you can find on the web.

Alternate accommodation:

http://www.hostel-inn.com/
http://www.sudamerikahostel.com.ar/
http://www.milhousehostel.com
More accommodation at http://maps.google.com/maps?oe=utf-8&rls=org.mozilla:es-AR:official&client=firefox-a&um=1&ie=UTF-8&q=hostel+buenos+aires&fb=1&split=1&gl=ar&view=text&ei=Sop3SozVK9LjlAek3qmQCQ&sa=X&oi=local_group&ct=more-results&resnum=1
Using Taxis in Buenos Aires:

Use only those taxis that have a meter in them (Radio Taxi).  When you hand money to the taxi driver, say aloud how much you are giving them and be sure to get the correct change. They never charge special rates in US dollars or Euros for tourists… just to have an idea, to take a taxi in the city for 10 blocks (1000 meters) would cost up to $12 (USD3).  Usually you tip the driver the coins up to the nearest peso note.
Counterfeit money:  There is some false money in Argentina, not only pesos and coins, but also false American dollars and euros.  Ask your hosts to show you what real Argentine money looks like and how to recognize false money.  Do not accept any offers of exchanging money from people on the street.  Do not be afraid but keep your eyes open.

Safety measures for paper money: the following sites show what real money looks like. 

$2 http://www.clientebancario.bcra.gov.ar/mediospago/mp010110.asp
$5 http://www.clientebancario.bcra.gov.ar/mediospago/mp010120.asp
$10 http://www.clientebancario.bcra.gov.ar/mediospago/mp010130.asp
$20 http://www.clientebancario.bcra.gov.ar/mediospago/mp010140.asp
$50 http://www.clientebancario.bcra.gov.ar/mediospago/mp010150.asp
$100 http://www.clientebancario.bcra.gov.ar/mediospago/mp010160.asp
There are also coins of 5cent, 10 cents, 25 cents, 50 cents and 1 peso.

Safety advice:  If you have a cold, it would be kind to bring a mask to wear to avoid infecting others. Local stores have sold out of them.  Masks are not good to avoid swine flu contamination, since the humidity in your nose and mouth can contribute to making you more vulnerable.

Bring a photocopy of the information page of your passport.  If you stay in a hotel, plan to leave your passport in the hotel safe.

Be aware of possible pickpockets around you, especially in crowded tourist spots, and do not carry large amounts of cash when sightseeing.

You can get information regarding recommended vaccinations at http://www.mdtravelhealth.com/destinations/samerica/argentina.php.  Hepatitis A and B vaccinations are recommended for all travelers to Argentina, along with a current tetanus shot.  This is only necessary if you travel far from the bigger cities; in Buenos Aires city and Mar del Plata they won’t be necessary but many plan to travel after the GA.  Be aware of the mosquitoes in the north because there have been some cases of Dengue…. We recommend sunscreen and mosquito protection.

Weather:

September in Mar del Plata will be cold: from 4 C to 14 C (40 - 60 F). In Buenos Aires City it should be a little bit warmer.

http://espanol.weather.com/climate/annualClimo-Mar-del-Plata-ARBA0054
Average rainfall in Buenos Aires in September is 60 mm (2.4 inches)

Time: Argentina local time is four hours earlier than Greenwich Mean Time 

http://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/city.html?n=51
http://www.worldtimezone.com/ for a map of world times.
Additional Information:

There is a lot of useful information at http://www.southtravels.com/america/argentina/traveltips.html
The Foreign and Commerce Office (United Kingdom) has some general advice for traveling in Argentina at <http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/travelling-and-living-overseas/travel-advice-by-country/south-america/argentina>
