Hosts and Travellers Subject Working Group
Interim Report

Hosts and Travellers Subject Working Group (SWG) members: Convenor - Penny Pattison (Canada), Pablo Colangelo (Argentina) Mireille Charles+Joelle Guerineau (France), Mary Bolowesa (Malawi), Pablito Buniak (Mexico), Carla Kristensen (Portugal), Kiat Yun Tan (Malaysia) Jean Seymour (Britain),  William Fine (Ireland), Bette and Rob Allecotte (USA), Kinene John Hopekins (Uganda), Edith Sommer (USA), Judy Rivadeneira  (Peru),  Harley Thomas (Sweden) Zafira Labadi (Jordan), Chris Patterson/Marijke Batenburg (New Zealand), Phyllis Chinn (USA).
The Hosts and Travellers SWG was assigned a group of proposed agenda items related to individual travellers and hosts, and individual national groups. Another way to describe our SWG I sto say that we are looking at items that are of interest to the people who belong to Servas, rather than how Servas is organized. In some cases, the items we were looking at were also included in other groups. 

We divided up our agenda items into different groupings, and some progress was made on preparing work for the GA SWG sessions. However, the most interest was in discussing the general issues that Servas faces, and with this we found ourselves overlapping considerably with the Technology and Vision for the Future groups. In some cases, we are suggesting that an agenda item be considered by another group rather than ours.

The following are some key thoughts:
· The interview remains essential
· Numbers and types of travellers, and difference between countries
 - need to know the facts, and also work with the current global realities
· Traveller electronic access to host lists in some form (possibly only partial information)
 - reliability of the listings is very important, and regular updates
 - privacy implications need to be investigated and appropriate safeguards are vital
 - further discuss the French concept of having development of an electronic system supported by the largest 6 or 8 national groups for the first 2 years

 - probably need a variety of options (check www.couchsurfing.org and other web sites for ideas)
 - GA to define principles around this, have the technical folks implement them
 - further discuss the French concept of having development of an electronic system financially supported by the largest 6 or 8 national groups, for the first 2 years
· SI News is important, and having it easily accessible to all hosts and travellers
· Traveller and hosts cultural differences, traveller responsibilities must be remembered
· Communication standards re: problem hosts and travellers are needed

· The 'right kind' of publicity is important
 - varied opinions about advertising and selling things to make money...
 - quality versus quantity of members
· Many of our agenda items point to a revised Development Committee
A separate document lists the agenda items assigned to this SWG, and comments or suggestions related to them. We have not yet consulted with all of the countries who submitted them, but are aware that this needs to be done as part of the discussions in Argentina.
Submitted by Penny Pattison, on behalf of the Hosts and Travellers  SWG - August 19, 2009
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