Dear Servas Peace Secretaries  and National Secretaries,
It’s a great pleasure to address you a few words after being appointed as Servas International Peace Secretary .I send  Mr Kim , who had to resign,  my hearty wishes of a quick recovery and good life.

We are approaching September 21 the International  Day of Peace and I would like to share with you some thoughts about   the connection between Servas as an  organization of hosts and travellers and peace (with a small ‘p’  but not less important than Peace  with capital ‘P’)
Travelling means to open your whole person to the encounter with the new, the unknown: sometimes it’s very similar (relaxing!) sometimes very different (exciting, challenging!) Always it’s a  new experience in a new reality. In my backpack I put my background but I also leave a lot of empty room to be filled with the new…..
The same approach  is for the host: I welcome , I open  my arms and my mind to the traveller. “Minds are like parachutes: they only function when open” , therefore the result of  the encounter between these two “openness”  can only be positive.

· On the cultural side: more knowledge of one little portion of the world so far unknown. Discussion, exchange of ideas with people of other culture and backgrounds about our different societies , learning about differences. We also share our concern in social and international problems
·  On the emotional side: personal relations are set up in everyday  life style , we meet the family of our host , the people dear to him/her. Often personal contacts go deeper, they become true friendship or sometime they  turn into even  stronger ties. Sometimes there are dislikes, different opinions and perspectives, conflicts, but even those can turn into a fruitful experience.
-    On the physical side: host and guest share the same home space (sometimes quite small),    they share  the same food as members of one family in a regular daily life environment. With our words, our gestures, our bodies, our meta-language we convey who we are, what is our perception of the other. 
Travelling  is also an inner journey: how much has this trip changed me inside? All I have done, seen, learnt has it affected me somehow? Will there be an impact in my life or on the contrary will everything soon vanish as if that experience had  never taken place?
Again the answer is positive: more inter-culture knowledge, more learning, more understanding, respect and tolerance towards what / who is different. I have gained more awareness of my individual and collective identities (plural-, we each have more than one identity). I have gained more awareness of the society I live in:  its good aspects to be proud of and which need to be strengthened, and on the other hand more awareness of its negative sides, which need to be changed. I have gained a stronger feeling of closeness to the whole world
Exchange, awareness, respect of differences, generate in the Servas host and even more in the Servas traveller the urge to engage  for a better world. To give our little contribution , our small ‘drop in the ocean’ in order to build up through international understanding on a ‘grass roots’ level a   world with less violence, with more justice and equality, more respect of human rights and of the environment, more peace.  There are several ways and organizations in the world  to be peace builders  : Servas is one, let’s follow its spirit and ideals !!
Let me now  suggest some practical steps
Servas International does not now have a strong Peace Secretary network . Let’s start a collaboration, we need to work together, we need to build up the network of Peace Secretaries so that the equation Servas hosts/travellers= peace builders gets  stronger  and more visible .
1-The Intelligent Road  Map that was developed by Servas Italy, Turkey and Pakistan in 2007 is a good tool to connect Servas with other small and big organizations  with similar values and goals that work for peace and follow  non-violence practices in the world. As some of you may not know it (IRM), I attach it inviting you National Secretaries and Peace Secretaries to encourage your members  to consider using it, or to building on the idea in your own organisation.  
2- You know that Servas has UN observers in Geneva, Vienna and New York City: on which issues do you suggest we should privilege our observation in UN conferences and discussions? Human rights, wars and conflicts, disarmament, environmental issues, global warming and sustainable development, women’s rights, children rights, refugees and displaced people….other issues? How often do you think observers should report to SI and to you? Once/twice a year? At every GA? Others....?
3- I know that many of you do a lot of peace activities in you country or in your region and celebrate anniversaries or important dates. What are your current activities? What are your plans for next year ? Could you please send me a few lines? I also encourage you to send reports to SI website so that your activities will  be visible and a stimulus to all.
4- Do you know of  NGOs or charities that organise Voluntary Work Camps free (where the voluntary person does not pay for his/her food and lodging )? If so can you please send information and addresses?

5- Do you  have any questions /requests for me? 

I realise that I’m asking you for a lot of information and some work. Being the Servas International Peace Secretary  is a big job that I can’t do alone, I need a team to help me to gather this information and elaborate strategies for action. 
Will you join me?

in peace

Luisa

